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PARE time pays big dividends when rightly in- 

vested. Many have found that the few moments 

spent in the regular_reading of good advertising is 
an investment that pays well. 











Expectancy 
By Edith L. Mapes 


“For if we believed that Jesus died and rose again, even so 
them also which sleep Som wae bring with him.” 
_ ess. 4: 14, 


OMETIMES you went away 
For just a little while, 
And I could scarcely wait 
To see again your smile. 
I listened for your step, 
My hand was on the door, 
And what a joy it was 
To have you back once more. 


One day you said “Good-by” 
And went to see the King, 
His beauty to behold 
And precious sheaves to bring ; 
In eagerness I wait 
The while I feel my lack, 
I’m looking hour by hour 
To see you both come back. 


— ee 


What Fundamentalists Fear 


Fundamentalists have no fear for the future of 
the Bible. When they testify to their belief in the 
whole Book and the old Faith, when they insist that 
the entire Bible is the Word of God and deny that 
anything has impaired. its integrity, this is not be- 
cause they are afraid the Bible is going to break down. 
Yet those who do not-understand the position of the 
Fundamentalists urge them not to be so concerned 
about the Bible. The-Bible, they say, is quite secure 
without the defense of the Fundamentalists. Which 
is blessedly true. The Word of God is the Rock of 
Ages, and is not going to break down; neither unbe- 
lieving man nor Satan himself can chip away the 
slightest fragment from this rock. What Funda- 
mentalists are trying to save is, not the Bible, but 
people. They are not trying to safeguard the Bible; 
it will take care of itself; they are trying to safeguard 
people from losing their faith in the Bible. People 
to-day are living in poisoned atmosphere. Churches 
and pulpits, seminaries and Sunday-schools, are im- 
pregnated with the subtle spirit of unbelief in the 
Word of God. This unbelief does not hurt the Word; 


but it does hurt the ¢ who follow its false teach- 
ings. Therefore Fun talists are testifying, in 
season and out of season, that the Old Book is true. 
For when belief in the Book breaks down, sooner or 
later, in the second or third generation if not at first, 
belief in every precious truth that is revealed in the 
Bible breaks down also, and finally men find that they 
have no Christ, no Saviour, no hope. This is the 
history of unbelief, written large in the experience 
of professing Christians in recent years. Therefore 
God is calling upon his children to-day, as he did of 
old, to declare fearlessly, to the saving of men’s souls, 
“Thus saith the Lord.” 


a“ 


‘The World’s Last Sight of Christ 


When the world last looked on Christ, it “derided 
him, saying, He sayed others; let him save himself, 
if he be Christ, the chosen of God.” There was a 
contemptuous, unbelieving “if” on the lips of the 
world then. Is that the closing scene in the world’s 
vision of Christ? Miss Christabel Pankhurst calls 
attention to God’s answer, when she says that among 
the reasons for the Lord’s return in personal, visible, 
bodily presence to the earth is this: “Lastly, the heart 
of God the Father cannot be ‘satisfied that the world’s 
last sight of his Son shall be that of a persecuted, 
insulted, broken victim, beaten and bruised and mal- 
treated almost beyond recognition —that the last sight 
of Jesus should be that agonized figure on the Cross. 
No! God will never permit that. He has stored all 
these things up in his heart, and the day shall come, 
and come soon,— for the signs of the times are her- 
aiding it, when the world, beholding his glory and 
his glorious appearing, shall know that the same Jesus 


who was spat upon, scourged, crucified, is very God 
of very God.” After this shall be fulfilled God's 
prophecy and covenanted word: “That at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the earth; and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father” (Phil. 2:10, 11). 


x 
A Miracle of Leadership 


True leadership does not merely help those who 
are led, it takes supreme control. Do we not often 
talk of having the leadership of the Holy Spirit in 
our church life, when we mean that we want him to 
help us in_our plans? Does not this utterly miss 
and reject God’s purpose in giving the Holy Spirit te 
the church? “After our Lord ascended the Holy Spirit 
descended, and entered upon his office as Paraclete 
(Acts 2:2). The same One who at the Jordan de- 
scended from Heaven on the Christ, qualifying him 
for service, now descended from Heaven on the 
church at Jerusalem for the same purpose. He at 
once assumed entire control. He did not come to give 
efficiency to plans already formed or work already be- 
gun by the church, but to qualify and send out the church 
to execute his plans and to do his work. The leader- 
ship of Christ continued until his ascension; the lead- 
ership of the Spirit followed and has not been super- 
seded to this hour. He is from Heaven, therefore 
not of nature, and his leadership is a ceaseless miracle. 
He is holy in character and resistless.in power, and 
the church that obeys him shall be like him.” What is 
true of the church is true also of the individual Chris- 
tian. Our own lives are miracles of God’s leadership 
— when we turn over everything to him. 


Living for the Outer Man 


66 HOUGH our outword man perish, yet the 
— man is renewed day by day” (2 Cor. 
4:16). 

When God makes a dog, and it eats and grows and 
barks and dies, it has quite fulfilled its purpose in life. 
But when God makes a man, and he, in ignorance, 
eats and sleeps and. works and grows and dies, seeing 
only the seen, and living only “after the flesh,” he 
has altogether missed the one great reason and func- 
tion for which he was made. For though to the hu- 
man eye both dog and man have life and a soul, a soul 
which only differs -in degree, yet in man, expressly 
made in God’s image (Gen. 1:26), God’s eye sees as 
well an immortal spirit. And that spirit is so precious, 
and is of such infinite everlasting value to God, that 
he actually went to the length of giving up his only 
Son, as a ransom, to buy back that spirit to himself, 
But this spirit, called by God the “inner man,” even 
when it is redeemed, needs continual recognition and 
care and renewal day by day. 

How best can we emphasize and really realize in 
our hearts and lives this vital urgent duality in our 
beings, of spirit as well as soul, we who have so long 
lived with our eyes to the ground, with our ears deaf- 
ened by the modern world’s clamor? For our thous- 
ands of converts in the Solomon Islands, men as ani- 
malistic as any of the modern rationalists, one of the 
aptest illustrations of the matter has been the homely 
banana. 

I have known our Islanders to eat many strange 
things, crabs, and roots, mangrove seeds and butterflies. 
But though every native garden is dotted with great 
luscious bananas, yet when the fruit is brought home, 
I have never yet seen. a banana skin eaten. Men do 
not grow bananas for the skin, but forthe fruit. The 


This editorial is by Dr. Northcote Deck, F. R. G.S., of the South 
Sea Evangelical Mission, Solomon Islands. Those interested in Dr. 
Deck’s work may keep in touch with the Mission through its quart- 
erly Mission Letter, for which the subscription price is 50 cents a 

ear, to be ordered from Miss S. C. Dunkelberger, 21 West School 
ne, Germantown, Philadelphia, who is also authorized to receive con- 
tributions for the Mission. any heart-stirring incidents of mission 
life in the South Sea Islands have been brought together in the book 
** Pearls from the Pacific,” by Florence S. 





Deck, to whose vision and sacrificial devotion the Mission owes 
much, It may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 
Philade'phia, for $2. A deeply devotional study by Dr. Deck is his 
book, “‘ Mounting ye vi* ings,”’ which may also be had from 
The Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia, for $1.25. 


. Young, an aunt of Dr. - 


banana ripens, the skin is merely peeled off and dis- 
carded, and later on picked wp and buried. The native’s 
objective is the fruit, and he keeps first things first. 

And yet men with all their wisdom are mostly mak- 
ing the fundamental and extraordinary blunder of mis- 
taking the skin for the fruit, of living “after the flesh,” 
and not “after the Spirit,” and so utterly missing the 
mark. For this body, this “outward man” which so . 
many, even of God’s people, spend their whole time 
and thought and lives in feeding and adorning and 
pampering, this proud body is but the banana skin 
of the man, the sheath of the immortal spirit. A few 
short years (“as for man, his days are as grass’), and 
disease or age comes, and the man discards his body 
and quietly dies, and we find the cast-off sheath, and 
with reverent hands take it up and bury it. The poor 
frail body was not the end of life: it was only a means 
to an end. It has a temporary purpose to serve for 
a few short years, of housing the spirit. And now 
the immortal spirit has gone,— gone out for weal or 
woe, to its reckoning with God, its Maker. But the 
emphasis, the attention, the concern of the man has 
been upon the seen, not the unseen, upon the temporal, 
not the eternal, to the soul’s everlasting loss. 


And oh, the pathetic struggle to keep the body 
young, when it is the objective of life! What cos- 
metics, what pains, what heart-burnings! How age 


is feared, dreaded, shumned! As children we had a 
governess, a Protestant, yet unreconciled to God. She 
would never let us know or refer to her birthday! She 
strove to forget it because it was a reminder that life 


-was passing, and she was living in the present and for 


the present! 


The world would give untold wealth and honors to 
the physician who could restore vanished youth. And 
long and urgent has been the search, which is con- 
tinued to-day, for the elixir of life; now it is a mon- 
key’s gland, now it is a serum or an herb. But it is 
a hopeless quest, for God says man’s “days are as 
grass,” and no doctor can change his fiat. And back 
of the decay of the body is the, fact that “by sin... 
death passed upon all men.” Yet blessed be God, 
death may be but the happy portal into a larger, 
fuller life, eternal in the heavens, which is found 
through Christ in God. 

For just as the snake charmer has no fear of his 
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snakes whose poison fangs have been extracted, even 
so, when sin, the “sting” or poison: fang of death has 
been extracted by the most precious blood of Christ, 
for the chi'd of God there need be no regret for the 
swift passing of life, or fear of oncoming death. He 
may live as the triumphant apostle and cry: “But 
thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ”! Did that mighty servant of 
God regret the failing eyesight, the trembling hands, 
the weakening body? Ah, no! With his vivid sight 
of the world of spirits (“we look ... at the things 
which are not seen”) the transient frail “banana 
skin,” the perishing “outward. mai,” which had ham- 
red him so long, which caused him to “groan, be- 
mg burdened,” was valued only as the means to the 
further glad service of God, by his “inward man.” 

For his living in “the body’ of this death’ was only 
endurable that he might love and serve the more pas- 
sionately, for he practised the supersight of faith, and 
lived ever with the clearest spiritual perspective. Would 
we then, in our turn, have life and youth over again? 
Would we call back the past packed years of service 
to be lived over again? Ah, no! Thank God they are 
safely stored in the counsels of the Most High. We 
would rather cry with the veteran Charles Simeon: 
“How can I but run with all my might, when I am so 
close to the goal!” 

Why, then, are we, true children of God, still cab- 
ined, limited, hampered by this “mortal body”? Be- 
cause this is a period, not of probation, but for growth 
and ripening into God’s likeness. Very literally “ye 
are God's husbandry.” Have you ever realized the 
tremendous import of that saying? What exactly does 
it imply? What is the humble function of the banana 
skin? What but to sheathe and protect the fruit 
while it is ripening? And God? God has the love, 
the adoration of angelic hosts. But wonderful fact, he 
has set his love upon me! And he is busy with his 
wonderful husbandry, patiently ripening the immortal 
spirit of his child, bringing about a growth and an en- 
larged capacity of the spirit of God, which can only 
take place while it is housed in the “outward man.” 
And so, that frail, failing “outward man,” which is 
the sole objective in life for so many, is but the tem- 
porary covering and protection during the growth of 
the spirit which is to shine as one of the bright jewels 
of his crown through endless ages. 

And yet the activities of the body may be kept en- 
tirely to God’s glory. God loves hard workers. “What- 
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might,” 
and “if any would not work, neither should he eat,” 
show sufficiently his mind about work. But we can 
learn the blessed art of sailing a ship, or running an 
engine or keeping accounts with an eye ever upon 
God, and a heart continually conscious of his pres- 
ence. He may still remain the one grand objective 
of the busiest life. But our work and our God must 
not be allowed to change places, or we may find that 
our work has become our god. In short, we must 
learn how to use this world as not abusing it, or let; 
ting it abuse us. 

And this frail body is not to be neglected or mis- 
used. “The temple of God is holy, which temple ye 
are.” It is to be carefully tended and cared for. 
Health is a sacred trust, and a strong body the great- 
est blessing from God in his service, especially in the 
mission field, as one can thankfully testify. The 
banana skin has its humble temporary function, and so 
has the body, “wonderfully made.” But I need con- 
tinuous watchfulness to “keep under my body” lest it 
become a master and not a servant. I must ever be- 
ware lest it betray me, and I become “a castaway” 
from God’s blest service. 

Much has been !earned of the pathology of the body 
in recent years, but one disease, myxoedema, was long 
a mystery. The patient became monkey-like, with 
swollen face and scanty hair, scaly skin and dulled 
brain. Then it was noticed that a small gland in the 
neck, the thyroid, was atrophied. It had been thought 
unimportant, because it had no apparent function. But 
its vital business was to pour a secret solution inte 
the blood, which was vital to health. When it failed 
to produce this internal secretion the patient sickened, 
became monkey-like, and died. 

There is, too, a pathology of the soul, which needs 
knowing. And there is an exactly parallel ‘“myxoed- 
ema” of “the inward man.” © For it, too, needs to. be 
renewed day by day with a substance which among 
the many foods on the modern market, is all too little 
esteemed. It is the “eternal-secretion” of~the Word 
of God. Nothing can take the place of the thyroid 
gland in myxoedema, and nothing can take the place 
of the sincere nulk of the Word of God to the inner 
man. For God has ordained it to be absolutely need- 
ful in the economy of the soul. Yet too often, in place 
of the life-giving Word, the daily paper, the sensuous 
novel, or the mad whirl of pleasure or of business, 
is the mental diet, even of the child of God. And the 
result must be eternal loss, the soul: becoming more 
and more carnal aad morbid, and less and less like 
God. And so I find myself to. be the arch-enemy of 
my soul. Never doubt that we shall live more and 
more to the flesh, exalting the carnal outer man, un- 
less we see to it that the soul is. restored day by day, 

_ with the only one food convenient and adequate, the 
life-giving Word of God. 

And now what is your life? 


¢ } Is the “outward man” 
practically in charge? 


Are you spending your strength 


-his name” (Deut. 6: 13). 
age of grace, and himself fulfilling the law and. the - 
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getting things? For that is all the outer man can do. 
Yet the day is fast rushing upon us when the value 
of getting things will have passed. There comes the 
fateful day, soon, too soon, when the verb to have will 
have lost all meaning and value. And each will stand 
stripped and naked before God. Then it is, that only 
the verb to be will have any valué and meaning. What 
we are, and have become through grace, and how we 
have ripened into the image of God, will be all that 
matters, that retains any value. Then the short-lived 
“pride of life” and the puny pomp of man, that so fills 
the stage of life to-day, will have become the tragic 
memory of a pathetic blindness. 

Oh, to realize the extraordinary value and signifi- 
cance of our present poor service for Goal Each lit- 
tle act of devotion, often unconsidered, or too often 
missed, is fraught with eternal issues. Even so, Mary 
anointed the Lord with spikenard for a moment. And” 
the Lord has been anointing Mary with praise through 
the centuries, and her reward is not yet! What a loss 
had the spikenard remained unbroken, unpoured out! 

‘So let us each face the facts, and examine our lives, 
our objectives. What are we really living and caring 
for? Is it unconsciously the “outward man,” the seen, 
the transient, the mere banana skin of life, worn out 
in a few short years and cast away? Or are we defi- 
nitely living for that precious “inward man” which 
needs so much ripening to be ready and mellow for 
Heaven, that spirit which is to live and live and 
live while God lives, and to be forever the richer, the 
fuller, the more triumphant, because our constant ob- 
jective has been: “I delight to do thy will, O my God”! 
“T beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 

. » unto God.” 


Be thou God’s “corn of wheat”; 
The end thereof is sweet. 
Deep joy is in it. 
Welcome the barren ground! 
Hereafter will be found 
Fruit to abide, abound. 
On! And thou shalt be crowned! 
God’s joy is in it. 
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Should We “Swear” or “Affirm”? 


Should we take literally our Lord’s words in Mat- 
thew 5 : 34-37, and not “swear” in legal matters? Are 
Christians right in laying their hands on the Bible and 
“swearing,” according to the old formula, or are some 
of the smaller “peace living’? bodies more nearly cor- 
rect in practise when they teach their members not to 
swear but to affirm to the truth in court trials and 
other legal practises? 

Which is best, to swear or to afirm?—A- Pennsyl- 
vania Reader. 


The passage from our Lord’s Sermon on the Mount 
is as follows: 


Again, ye have heard that it hath been said by them 
of old time, Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but shalt 
perform unto the Lord thine oaths: m 

But I say unto you, Swear not at all; neither by 
heaven; for it is God’s throne: 

Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by 
Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King. 

Neither shalt thou swear by thy -head, because thou 
canst not make one hair white or black. 

But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: 
for whatsoever is more than these cometh of evil (Matt. 
5 = 33-37)- 


Oaths were authorized, im certain connections, for 
Israel under the Old Testament law, and specific regu- 


lations were given concerning them. The word came — 


from God through Moses to Israel: “Thou shalt fear 
the Lord thy God, and serve him, and shalt swear by 
But .Christ, ushering in. the 


prophets,. laid certain injunctions upon his disciples 
that replaced the injunctions of the Old Testament 
law. We must be careful to remember that this was 
not because Moses or Israel was mistaken in. these 


matters, in Old Testament times, or that Christ was 


correcting their mistakes; or that the New Testament 


is an improvement upon the Old., The Scriptures do : 
not teach this at all, the Old Testament. is, just,as ,per- : 
t d shows, | 
in his Word, that, he has different. principles and ; 
requirements, for his people, at different.,.fimgs;. he : 
different way, from .the : 
Church. The cross of Christ ended one dispensation | 


fectly the Word of God as the.New. But,God 


deals with the Jews in a. 


and ushered in another. 


So we find, in one of the New Testament Epistles: - 


But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither 
by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any ether 
oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay}; lest 
ye fall into condemnation (Jas. 5 : 12). 


These Scriptures would seem to make God’s will 
plain for Christians to-day. Whatever one’s denom- 
ination or church connection, he is on Scriptural ground 
when he affirms, and refrains from taking any oath. 
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Andrew Bonar’s Last Sermon 


N ACCOUNT of the “last sermon from 

the heart and lips of the great Scotch 
preacher, Andrew Bonar, will make the Christ- 
mas Number of The Sunday School Times, next 
week, a notable issue. Last summer Mr, Trum- 
bull, the Editor, met in Glasgow a Christian 
layman, Mr. Malcolm Chaimers, who knew 
Dr. Bonar well and who sat for years under 
his preaching in the-historic Finnieston United 
Free Church. He heard Dr. Bonar preach this 
sermon, in which the minister told of Christ 
bound with swaddling clothes, and exclaimed, 
“Omnipotence bound!” Before New Year’s 
Day the preacher had been called to be with 
his Lord. Mr. Chalmers will share with readers 
of The Sunday School Times his precious mem- 
ories of this greatly loved ambassador of Christ. 


Can Boys Understand 
the Fundamentals ? 


ACODER NSS churches are receiving chil- 
dren into membership without having any 
assurance that they have saving faith in Christ, 
or understand and accept vital teachings of the 
Bible. A New York lawyer, who stands for 
the old faith, has had conspicuous blessing in 
training boys in his large Sunday-school classes, 
and has a remarkable story to tell. 


He has had classes of boys from eight to 
thirteen years of age, numbering from seventy- 
five to one hundred and_ fifty in attendance. 
His present class has had an average member- 
ship for the past half dozen years of more than 
one hundred. He calls it the “Boys’ Bible 
Battalion,” and “these boys. really study and be- - 
lieve the Word of God. 


All the year round they are being won to 
Christ as their Saviour, and every such boy 
makes a public confession of his faith, in class. 


The questions the boys are asked, and their 
voluntary answers, are profoundly impressive, 
as showing whether children can intelligently 
understand God’s Word and pass from death 
to life by faith in Christ. 

The teacher of this remarkable class, James 
E. Bennet, has written the full story of his un- 
usual experiences with boys, and it will be pub- 


-Jished in an early issue of The Sunday School 


Times. It is a vital contribution to the best 
present-day methods of Sunday-school work. 


Dr. Machen Discusses Faith — 


«¢[AITH” is a word that has been used freely 

by everybody, and especially by those who 
are denying the Christian faith. Modernists 
are saying that faith is a saving attitude of 
mind and heart, and is in no way dependent 
upon historical facts. This was the teaching 
of the philosopher Ritschl, who helped to break 
down the faith of Christians. 


Professor. J. Gresham Machen, D.D., of 
Princeton, has shown, with irresistible logic 
and unswerving fidelity to the Bible, that Chris- 
tian faith rests upon historical facts, and that 
withoyt those facts there can be no faith. He 
has just written a new book, — and a new book 
by Dr. Machen is the event of the year in the 
present-day controversy in the churches. The 


- title of Dr. Machen’s book is, “What Is Faith?” 


It. will be reviewed editorially by The Sunday 
School Times in next week’s Christmas Number. 





These are more of the remarkable editorial 
features, enriching early issues of The Sunday 
by a Ten 
Weeks Get Acquainted -subscription, for 25 
cents, for those not now taking the Times. If 
mailed promptly, a subscription at this special - 
rate will secure also the remarkable study of 


“Luke, the Greek Physician and Historian,” by 


the noted Southern surgeon,’ Dr. LeGrand 


Guerry, whose inaugural address on this subject 


hen he was elected Presidént of the Southern 


urgical Association made’ a profound impres- ‘~ 
“sions the concluding articles in Mr. Scroggié’s 


“Visions of Christ”; early articles in the new 


"series Of every-week expositions of the Gospel 


of John by this prince of Scottish Bible teachers, 
Mr. Scroggie, im the International Uniform 
Lessons for 1926; and travel reminiscences of 
the Editor ‘as he shares with Times_ readers 
his experiences of the past summer in Scotland, 
England, Belgium, Switzerland, and Italy. Sub- 
scriptions are to be addressed to The Sunday 
School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 
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The Facts in the Case of Marshal Feng 


A challenge to prayer for China’s Christian leader 











By George T. B. Davis 














clear information about the things going on 


WAV ce you be so kind, please, to give me a 
in China, and about Marshal Feng and his 


work? We must be well informed, because here 


among us, so many Christians they pray for China, 
and for Marshal Feng and his work.” 

This request for authentic information about Mar- 
shal Feng comes from Mr. P. G. Sirinides of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society of Athens, Greece. 
It is simply am echo of the desire that is in the hearts 
of Christian people, the world ‘around, to know the 
facts about Marshal Feng, in view of the criticism of 
him appearing in the public press. 

First, let it be said that the fact that the world hates 
Marshal Feng, and is seeking by every possible means 
to defame his character, is one of the surest signs 
that he is a sincere follower of Christ. Our Lord 
said: “If ye were.of the world, the world would love 
his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I 
have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you” (John 15: 19). Fe 

When Marshal Feng had only a small army, and 
had no voice in the affairs of state in China, the world 
paid little attention to him. He was looked upon as 
a sort of harmless curiosity.. But now that he has 
become one of the two most powerful military leaders 
in China, certain correspondents and others vie with 
one another in seeking to discredit him. 


Why Some Men Criticize Feng 


Dr. Charles Ernest Scott, who is so well known 
to the readers of The Sunday School Times, is one 
of the keenest observers and clearest delineators of 
life in China. In a recent letter he stated forcefully 
some of the reasons for wide-spread criticism of Mar- 
shal Feng, both among foreigners and Chinese: 

“In these days in China it is so popular to ‘cuss out’ 
General Feng. Unregenerate editors, foreign as well 
as Chinese, like to do it. So do envious generals, his 
rivals, His achievements with his troops, and their 
personal affection for and personal loyalty to him— 
all beyond the realm of their self-seeking, sinister .at- 
tainment — make them impotently gnash their teeth. 

“So do all who are playing to the anti-foreign spirit, 
in its ‘anti-American religion’ form. So do the Manchu 
princes, who for three centuries have been an incubus 
pressing the Chinese people, living in luxury and vicious 
idleness off their toil and poverty, and whose revenues 
Feng has recently cut down. 

“So do the Anfu Party, the clique which now is ‘the Pe- 
king Government,’ and which is absolutely pro-Japan.an 
its creature. So do the old Mandarin class who fatten 
on the disasters of the country and who dislike his 
plain living and sharing with his soldiers.. So do 
the younger officials, squandering the nation’s resources 
for personal gain, whom his patriotism rebukes. 

“Let them all show the ‘good fruit’ of a good tree, 
over a long series of years, such as Feng has shown; 
let them manifest the personal probity and high Chris- 
tian character —and then they may talk.” 

One of the current misstatements about Marshal 
Feng is that he is a Bolshevist. A recent letter from 
China tells of a visit paid to Feng’s army by the 
Rev. A. M. Cunningham, a Presbyterian missionary 
of Paotingfu. The letter, written by Miss Bertha 
Beebe, who accompanied my mother to China_two 
years ago, and who has remained there assisting in 
missionary work, states: 

“Mr. Cunningham of Paotingfu recently returned 
from Kalgan, where he helped in a conference for 
General Feng’s officers. He reported a good time. He 
says General Feng has a gigantic task before him, 
and he is bravely undertaking it. His army now num- 
bers 150,000 men. General Feng and General Chang 
have it upon their hearts to evangelize these men and 
their families. 

‘ “General Feng, like all other Chinese, was stirred 
by-the affair of May 30, but he has asked the people 
not to be the enemies of the foreigner. The papers 
accuse him of saying things that are not true, and he 
has no one to vindicate him. 

: “Mr. Cunningham talked with him about Bolshevism, 


and he plainly says they [the Bolshevists] hate him: 


because he is a Christian. He recognizes they are 
God’s enemies.” ; 

' Few foreigners in Peking are in better position to 
know the facts about Marshal Feng than the Rev. 
J. C. Keyte, the brilliant and beloved pastor of the 
Union Church. The fact that Mr. Keyte is British 
gives addcd weight to his words. Writing to the Bap- 
tist Mission Board in London, he says: 

“Some of the statements, particularly the telegrams, 
put out in Feng’s name have been lies. But sufficient 
of them are true. When he says he would fight and 
die for his countfy to save her from imperialistic 
grabbers, he means it. He is one of the very few, if 
not the only, Chinese general who does mean it... . 


Since this article was written, the daily papers 
have published accounts of renewed civil war in 
China. One despatch says that Marshal Feng, in 
anew coup d’etat, has taken control of Peking 
and that the Provisional President, Tuan Chi-Jui, 
has either resigned or been taken prisoner. It is 
reported that the Japanese Cabinet has been 
called in extraordinary session to provide for the 
protection of Japanese lives and property in the 
Chinese Capital, and that the Japanese navy is 
prepared for any emergency, with fast cruisers 
- ready to move at a moment’s notice. The rapidly 
changing affairs in China, and the strong indica- 
tion that Marshal Feng is still one of the most im- 
portant factors in the shaping of China’s future, 
- should call forth from the whole body of Christ a 
great volume of intercessory prayer for China’s 
hristian leader. 








I do not believe the yarns about his alliance with the 
Soviet. The Soviet is. making catspaw of the stu- 
dents; it is financing sinister bodies —some of them 
organized Chinese criminals —in the ‘settlements like 
Shanghai, but I do not believe it has nobbled Feng. 
- , - He needs Christians’ prayers these days, and a bit 
of their generosity and patience also.” 

The well-known missionary to Labrador, Sir Wil- 
fred T. Grenfell, another British subject, was recently 
traveling in China. While there, his soul was stirred 
with righteous indignation by an anonymous article 
that. .appeared in the Atlantic Monthly. Writing to 
its editor, Dr. Grenfell said: 

-“I went up to Kalgan to visit the Marshal and see 
for myself some little of the work he is doing. He 
was gracious enough to take me around personally to 
sée his ‘undertakings, so that I might form my own 
judgments. I also went down to Paotingfu, where the 
Marshal was born, and where he has been known 
fromi his ‘childhood, and where: surgeons of the caliber 
of Dr. Lewis and Dr. Wiley have every confidence in 
his true consecration to high ideals. Like other men, 
he is only human, and without the background contrib- 
— the advantages of wealth and education in 
‘outh, 

“It is false to say that he is a brutal man, or to 
say that he is a traitor, or to say that he is a hypocrite; 
and to my mind it would better become the Atlantic 
Monthly to help an able man, who is honestly trying 
to do his best for his country, than to allow him to 
be maligned in its columns by anonymous letters.” 

One of the staunchest defenders of Marshal Feng 
in England has been Mr. Marshall Broomhall, Editor- 
ial Secretary of the China Inland Mission. Two years 
ago he wrote a book entitled, “General Feng: A Good 
Soldier of Christ Jesus.” It was my privilege to give 
Marshal Feng a copy of this book on the occasion of 
my first interview with him, at the Nan Yuan Camp, 
a few miles outside of Peking. Writing recently of 





Is China on Your Christmas List? 


N A signal manner, the blessing of God is 

resting upon the effort to give a million copies 
of the New Testament to the people of China 
in the hour of crisis and opportunity. 


Why should not readers of The Sunday 
School Times put China on their Christmas list 
this year?. It would surely add to the enjoy- 
.ment of this happy season to recall that a par- 
cel of Books containing “glad tidings of great 
joy” had been sent to sad and troubled hearts 
in that dark and needy land. 


Only fifteen cents pays the entire cost of 
placing an attractive cloth-bound copy of the 
New Testament in the hand of a man or woman 
‘or boy or girl in China. Will you send a parcel 
of 10 or 100 or 1,000 copies as a thank-offering 
to God for his goodness during the past year, 
or in memory of some loved one? One lady in 
Waterbury, Coan., has given $100 to send over 
700 Testaments to China in memory of her 
4 husband, Mr. Luzerne M. Camp. Are there not 
others who would like to send the Book of 
books to China in memory of dear ones who 
loved the Lord and the Word of God? 


All donations should be sent to The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 
or to Mr. John G. Harris, Treasurer, Million 
Testaments for China Campaign, 119 South 
Vourth Street, Philadelphia. 














the Marshal’s present.views and tendencies, Mr. Broom- 
hall says: % 

“He is strongly anti-Japanese, regarding that coun- 
try as no friend of China, and in consequence he is 
anti-British, for Britain was, for many years, in a 
binding alliance with Japan. There are other and pos- 
sibly personal influences which have encouraged this 
anti-British feeling. 

“We have no doubt he is a devoted follower of 
Jesus Christ, so far as he understands Christ's teach- 
ing; he is a soldier and not a diplomat; impulsive, and 
placed in a position of peculiar difficulty. His chief 
rival in China to-day is Marshal Chang Tso-Lin who 
is head of the Anfu, or pro-Japanese party. Marshal 
Chang Tso-Lin has control of the coast, so that Mar- 
shal Feng is cut off from the sea for supplies. This 
has driven him to secure supplies overland through 
Russia, and probably accounts for the charge that he 
is in league with the Soviet Government. He has 
recently definitely stated, ‘My principle is not Bol- 
shevik, but Christian.’. His sympathies, however, are 
with the Nationalists, There are reasons to believe 
he will side with those who take the anti-foreign posi- 
tion in the present crisis. 


Feng a Target for Many Forces 


It is futile to deny the fact that Marshal Feng and 
is army are assailed by terrific forces of evil, both 
seen and unseen. I have been amazed te get word from 
a man of unquestioned authority in Peking that mod- 
ernistic leaders in China are trying to link Bolshev- 
ism and the Chinese Christian Church together into 
a kind of communism that is Christian only in name 
byt is Bolshevistic in principle. Needless to say, these 
men are doing everything in their power to entangle 
Marshal Feng in the meshes of their net. . Recently, 
a deputation of students from two modernistic insti- 
tutions in Peking visited him in Kalgan. As a re- 
sult of their activities, an appeal “To All the Pro- 
fessed Christians in the World” was sent out by Mar- 
shal Feng, two days later. Two extracts will reveal 
the trend of the message: 

“The International Labor Union and Labor parties 
of various nations are particularly enthusiastic in their 
offers of assistance to our people.” 

“Unfortunately, concerning the persistent massacres 
in China, nothing has been heard from Foreign Mis- 
sions up to the present. In my humble opinion you 
must have entertained the sincerest sympathy for the 
suffering of the workers, and must have regarded the 
recent massacre of innocent Chinese paomre as wholly 
unjustified, but, as you are under the overpowering 
pressure of imperialistic government, I presume you 
cannot see your way freely-to give expression to your 
righteous views, for fear of incurring the displeasure 
of your respective governments, and the hatred of 
the capitalistic class which may cause damage to your 
own position.” 

These two extracts speak for themselves. I believe 
that Marshal Feng is absolutely honest and open- 
minded; and is earnestly seeking to know and follow 
the truth. Praise God, there is a powerful dynamic 
within the reach of all who read these lines that can 
be used to clarify his mind, and to keep him from the 
folly of communism — even under the name of Chris- 
tian — or of Modernism in any of its varied forms. It 
is the power of persevering, prevailing prayer. 

Praise God for the splendid service rendered by 
The Sunday School Times in enlisting prayer on be- 
half of Marshal Feng! The interest of* its Editor, 
Mr. Charles G, Trumbull, has been accentuated by the 
fact that he met the Christian General during his visit 
to China in 1920.. Marshal Feng gave Mr. Trumbull 
his Chinese name, Chu Sui Liang, and then assembled 
his officers, and presided over a meeting at which 
the visitor told of the life of victory in Christ. 

Mr. Trumbull realizes clearly the tremendous peril 
in which Marshal Feng is placed at the present time. 
In his. Introduction to a new book entitled “China's 
Christian Army,” Mr. Trumbull says: : 

“Perhaps no member of the body of Christ on earth 
to-day is ina more perilous ition than Marshal 
Feng. Im the center of a maelstrom of unprincipled 
politics, human and devilish machinations, mercenary, 
and ambitious self-seeking, in a heathen land where 
Satan’s stronghold is, it is not to be wondered at if 
this Christian General should have made some sli 
while in the main honestly seeking to do God’s will. 
It is to be wondered at—a marvel of God’s grace — 
that he has been kept as he has, walking as a humble, 
true-hearted child of God, and bringing temporal and 
eternal blessing into the lives of fhousands of his 
fellow countrymen. 

“May the reading of this book place Marshal Feng 
permanently upon the hearts and the prayer lists of 
multitudes of Christian intercessors, the world around, 
untit the Lord returns. Satan ‘has done and wif 
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continue to do everything in his power to overthrow 
Feng, and to bring his own and his army’s Christian 
testimony into disrepute. Let us set ourselves against 
this Satanic desire, remembering that, in Feng’s be- 
half, ‘we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wick- 
edness in high places,’ and that ‘the weapons of our 
warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to 
the pulling down of strongholds.’ ” 

It is a strikingly significant fact that the Lord has 
placed a burden of prayer for Marshal Feng upon the 
hearts of so many of his children throughout the 
world. Perhaps few, if any, have had such liberty 
and power in intercession for Marshal Feng as a cer- 
tain Christian layman of the United States. A year 

0 this layman was led to spend almost an entire 
night. in prayer for the Christian military leader in 
far-off China, who was then in the midst of war. 
Following the night of prayer, the layman wrote 
to the Editor of The Sunday School Times: “Watch 
for the Lord’s harid in turning the tide of battle — 
some miracle.” A few days later Marshal Feng, in 
an astounding manner, quietly captured Peking, and 
quickly ended the war. 

Like multitudes of others, this Christian layman 
has been puzzled by the newspaper reports about Mar- 
shal Feng that have been appearing during the past 
few months. In a letter to the Editor of The Sun- 
day School Times, he said: 

“On the street-car, going home last evening, I was 
much in ate pe and prayer for General Feng. When 
I got home, I was praying about him and opened my 
Bible, and this is what I read: 

“I have raised him up in righteousness, and I will 
direct all his ways (Isa. 45:13, first part). 


“I believe that this applies to Feng as much as it 
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did to Cyrus. Anyway, you and I are~going to pray 
that it will be true about him, and God will answer 
our prayers regardless of what the papers may print 
about him.” 

It gave me peculiar pleasure to. read what this lay- 
man wrote, for my original thought of Marshal Feng, 
when I first heard of the Christian Army several 
years ago, was that God has raised up another man 
of the East, just like Cyrus long ago, to accomplish 
great things for his name’s honor and glory in the 
land of Sinim. 

When the Lord has some great task for one of his 
chosen servants to perform, he often allows a period 
of trial and persecution to precede the attainment of 
the position of power and influence which he has pre- 
pared. Joseph had two years in prison before becom- 
ing viceroy of Egypt. Moses had twenty years in 
the wilderness before delivering the children of Israel. 
David was hunted like a hare before ascending the 
throne. So the past year has been a period of trial 
and persecution for Marshal Feng. But it was doubt- 
less only the Lord’s providential training for still 
greater service for the Kingdom of God in China. __ 

As Aaron and Hur held up the hands of Moses 
long ago in a time of conflict; so may the Christians 
in all lands hold up the hands of Marshal Feng and 
his associates, both in this time of crisis and in the 
days to come, that they may be “filled with the knowl- 
edge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual understand- 
ing.” 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Mr. Davis has written a remarkable book about Marshal 

Feng and his men, which will be of special interest in con- 

nection with the above article. It is entitled, ‘ China's 

Christian Army,’’ and it may be had from The Sunday 

School Times Company, Philadelphia, for $1.25 in cloth, or 
75 cents in paper binding. 
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in a great library. The privileges of the Vati- 

can Library, of the Bibliotheke Nationale, of 
the old Dutch Library of Leyden, of the Library of 
the British Museum, or of .the Bodleien Library at 
Oxford, is to the student like the privilege of a great 
observatory to an astronomer or the Great. Wild to a 
hunter. 

The great libraries of the ancient world are a con- 
stant mystery to the student of antiquity, and the loss 
of the great Alexandrian library was the most lament- 
able event of the ancient literary world. The finding 
of a few small fragments of the ancient literary treas- 
ures is hailed with delight, and the discovery of such 
a store of ancient literature and official documents as 
the Tell el Amarna tablets is one of the greatest 
achievements of modern: learning. The bringing to 
light of one tablet at Lachish, two or more at Taanach, 
and a small fragment at Gezer, all in the land of Pal- 
estine, has whetted the literary appetite for more, and 
at the same time has become a prophecy of greater 
things yet to be found. Surely the heaps of rubbish 
in the score of Palestinian cities long passed into ob- 
livion must contain many such literary remains yet to 
be brought to light. Any day, the mound of Beisan 
may produce treasures of patriarchal, or even pre- 
patriarchal, times which may startle the world. Verily 
the archeologist at such places in that ancient world 
lives on the tiptoe of expectation day by day. 

Of all the ruins of Palestine, none other gives such 
promise and raises: such expectations concerning re- 
mains of ancient literature, as the old ruined city of 
Conquest days called Debir, which before was called 
Kirjath-sepher, which means “booktown.” After the 
fight at Lachish and Eglon in the Philistine country 
“Joshua--returned, and all Israel with him, to Debir; 
and fought against it: And he took it” (Josh. 10: 
38, 39). Debir lay just near the lower end of the 
great Judean ridge that extends from the north down 
to the plain around Beersheba. It is believed to have 
been about half-way from Hebron to Beersheba, some 
fifteen miles from each place. The account of the 
siege of the town clearly indicates that it was a place 
of considerable importance with “cities thereof,” that 
is, towns and villages tributary to it. 

A more detailed account of the taking of Debir is 
found in the narrative of the division of the land and 
the setting aside of the inheritance of Caleb. Here 
we are informed that “the name of Debir before was 
Kirjath-sepher.” This was probably its earlier name, 
while it was yet a less important place, for “Kirjath” 
means “village.” When it came to great importance, 
probably a walled city, from the importance given to 
the siege im the days of Joshua, it was called Debir. 

But it is the second part of the early name “sepher” 
which most interests us. Saphar means to write; from 
it we derive our word cypher. Kirjath-sepher thus 


O* of the greatest joys of student life is work 


means “writing-town” or “booktown.” It might be 
a place where scribes congregated, perhaps in a school 
of scribes, or it might probably be the seat of a 
library. It is this name that gives a glamour to the 
place now and arouses hopes and expectations. This 
old ruin may conceal a considerable collection of 
“books” from the ancient literature of Palestine. 
Archeologists have had great expectations concerning 
this place, if it can be certainly identified and then laid 


e. 

Professor Sayce said many years ago: “One of the 
chief exploits of .Othniel, the Kennezite, and the de- 
liverer of the people from the yoke of Aram-Naha- 
raim, was the capture of Kirjath-sepher, ‘the city of 
books.’ The name implies the character of the place; 
it must have been the seat of a library like those of 
the great cities of Babylonia and Assyria—a library 
which doubtless consisted in large measure of books 
on clay that yet may be brought to light. In one pas- 
sage (Josh. 15:49) the city is called Kirjath-sannah, 
city of instruction. We are no longer obliged to see 
in this a corruption of the text; we now know that 
there must have been many “cities of instruction” in 
Palestine, where the books stored in them were studied 
by numerous pupils. Kirjath-sepher was overthrown; 
its library buried under its ruins, and its very site for- 
gotten.” 

One of the earliest ambitions of my archeological 
career, and one I have never outgrown, has been con- 
cerning this place.. For thirty years I have had my 
eye on this old ruin, little doubting that, long before 
I could reach it, some one else would bring it to the 
modern world. It is rather strange that, remembering 
the character of the, place and the general expectation 
concerning it, it yet remains under the dust of ages. 
But.so it is. The same astonishment might have been 
expressed concerning the long delay in identifying 
Sodom and Gomorrah. Or why has. not the anctent 
city of Zion, on the hill Ophel, long before this been 
thoroughly excavated? Why has not the great at- 
tractive Tell by the railway side near the opening of 
the Vale of Sorek been even charted upon the great 
maps of Palestine? The whole land is a place of mys- 
teries and paradoxes and wonders. Perhaps Kirjath- 
sepher has “come to the kingdom for just such a time 
as this.” 

This place was a city of the time of Israel’s con- 
quest of Canaan. It was ‘ own” up to that time. 
It is not unreasonable to hope that, amid its dust and 
rubbish, there may be found some tablets from that 
old library. Whether or not papyrus was ever used 
in Palestine, away fromthe Philistine or Phoenician 
coast is uncertain, but if it were, it is most unlikely 
that in that damp climate any fragments of such mana- 
scripts might yet be found. “Moth and rust doth cor- 
rupt,” even if thieves do not “break through and steal.” 
Parchment did not come into use for manuscript in 
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the known world earlier than about 200 B. C., though 
fine leather was produced and used in vestments in 
Egypt very early and also for writing. But parch- 
ment also would perish. There is little or no hope 
that manuscripts of any kind could be found of such 
materials, 

But it is well known that the use of clay tablets for 
cuneiform script of Babylonia tongue was common in 
patriarchal days, even im pre-patriarchal times, and 
continued down to an indefinite later date in the his- 
tory of Palestine. It is most reasonable to hope for 
some of those cuneiform tablets at Kirjath-sepher; 
and who can even guess what they may be? 

Perhaps we might hazard a guess, though it is the 
unexpected that happens. What about the materials 
of the library of Moses? — for library marks are -all* 
over the books attributed to him. Probably such ma-: 
terials came from Palestine with the patriarchs. And 
then what of the books which Moses is said to have 
produced? Would not copies be made after they came 
into the land? What if some fragments of the Pen- 
tateuch should lie hidden in this old dust? Would it 
not still be “booktown” after Caleb came into posses- 
sion? Would not such an important leader in Israel 
have a copy of the sacred Book of the Law? And may 
not some fragments of it yet be found in the rubbish 
at that place? If some portion of the Pentateuch, 
especially some portion of Leviticus, which critics 
claim must have been written during the Exile, or 
some part of Deuteronomy, which some assert to have 
been brought out in«the days of King Josiah, should 
be found, then there would be, as at Ephesus in the 
days of Paul, “no small stir.” Perhaps there would 
be about as noisy a riot as on that memorable occa- 
sion. 

A friend to whom I mentioned this possibility said 
jestingly: “That is an idea that might cut either way; 
suppose you found a fragment of the ‘J Document’?” 

“Well,” I said, “I have looked into so many closets 
that were supposed to have ghosts in them and never 
yet found a ghost that I am no longer able to get up 
a scare.” 

Of course, we must all realize that the work of 
the archeologist is like that ef the diamond hunter; 
he may get a Kohinoor —or he may get only worth- 
less pebbles. Then again he may get something valu- 
able, or invaluable, of which he never even dreamed! 
He trusts God, and puts the rubbish through a sieve! 
He risks all the labor and money he puts into the 
work of exploration trusting Providence for the out- 
come. He endures all, and ventures all, in the hope 
of rendering a great service to civilization and es- 
pecially to God’s Book and God’s people. Are there 
not those who will come to his assistance and give 
of their money to pay the workmen who bear the pick 
and the shovel and the basket? 

There is one insistent question that the reader will 
be asking: How do you know which ruin is that of 
Kirjath-sepher ? S is a very reasonable question, 
and not entirely baffling. We think we know in a 
very common sense way. Indeed, a way that is not 
common sense in archeology is not a way at all. Many 
cities have the name prominently displayed. A bound- 
ary stone of old Gezer led to its identification. Some 
tablet may have been over the gateway at Kirjath- 
sepher. But we have first to find the place before be- 
ginning to dig. What guides us where to begin? 

The narrative concerning this old city gives some 
very patent signs that are likely still to be on the sur- 
face. When the inheritance was given to Caleb, and 
by him to his daughter as a marriage portion, she 
asked a favor. A city in that land without a good 
water supply was a weak and helpless place. Give 
me, said this wise daughter, springs of water. And 
he gave her “the upper spring and the nether spring.” 
Now these must have been not mere wet-weather 
sources, but perennial springs, else they would not 
have been worth having. Springs that do not run 
when they are really needed would be no water supply. 
So we may expect to find them running yet. A city 
so located, therefore, as to have near-by two springs, 
one high up and the other low down, has a pretty good 
identification mark. We must look for those springs, 
and, having found such conditions fulfilled, will most 
likely be at the right place. Especially is this true in 
a land of few springs of water. 

Another thing that greatly contributes to our hopes 
of getting at the early history of Israel is that Nebu- 
chadnezzar destroyed the towns in all this part of the 
land at the time of his conquest of Judah, and in many 
cases they have not been inhabited from that day to 
this. Thus: we shall probably be spared the task of 
digging down through twenty-five hundred years of 
accumulated rubbish to get to the time of Nebuchad- 
nezzar. 

The place which was identified last year by the ex- 
plorations of Dr. Albright, Director of the American 
‘School at Jerusalem, is not that which has usually been 
pointed out as probably the location of Kirjath-sepher, 
but another Tell, called Tell Mersim, which lies about 
five miles off to the west of the high road from Hebron 
to Beersheba. 

The plans for the work this year are as follows: 
I expect to sail from New York February 17 by the 
Mauretania as far as Haifa, Palestine, taking advan- 
tage of the cruise of this great Cunarder which comes 
just at the most favorable time for the journey. As 
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Lesson for December 13 
Acts 28 : 1-31 
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Jerusalem. with all its scholars will be so easily ac- 
cessible, only a very small permanent staff will. be 
necessary. he work will be, as in 1924, in co-opera- 
tion with the American School of-Archeological Re- 
search at Jerusalem. All such work is under the 
general supervision of Professor Fisher of. the Uni- 
versity of Pennsyivania. Dr. Albright, Director of 
the American School at Jerusalem, will be director 
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of field operations, as at Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
the writer — President of Xenia Seminary and Arche- 
ological Editor of The Sunday School Times — will be 
President of the Staff. . 

. We shail probably pitch our tents within an enclosed 


orchard under this Tell; or possibly, if.a convenient 


monastery can be found near enough, we may get 
under shelter there, at least until the warm weather 
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comes. Arrangements are also made to keep ‘the 
readers of the Times fully informed from week to 
week of the progress of our work, and also of general 
information concerning other things of interest in the 
Holy Land. 

Let us hope and pray and give and work for great 
things ! 

St. Louts. 
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Visions of Christ -— Risen and Glorified 


By W. Graham Scroggie 














The working of his [God’s] mighty power, 

Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him 
from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in 
the heavenly places, ~: 

Far above pe plas gpen and power, and might, 
and dominion, every name that is named, not only 
in this world, but also m that which is to come: 

And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him 
to be the head, over all things to the church, 

Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth 
all in all. Ephesians 1:19b-23. 


I. Tue ResurREcTION oF Curist, or THe LIFE 
RENEWED IN HIM. 


1. The Resurrection as a Historical Fact. 
2. The Resurrection as a Spiritual Truth. 
~ 3. The Resurrection as a Practical Power. 


II. Tae Exartation oF Curist, or THE PLACE 
AsSsIGNED To Him. 

1. His Ascension. 
(1) The Fact of it. 
aR The Significance of it. 

_ (3) The Consequences of it. 

2. His Enthronement. 
(1) God’s Throne is the Place of Eternal Rest. 
(2) God’s Throne is the Home of Infinite Glory. 
(3) God’s Throne is the Seat of Universal Power. 


III. Tue Dominion or Curist, or THE AUTHORITY 
INVESTED IN HIM. 


1. He is Lord of all Intelligences. 
2. He is Ruler of the Whole Universe. 
3. He is Head of the Ransomed Church. 


UR previous study left us in the presence of 

Christ on the Cross; but God did not leave 

him there. He “raised him from the dead,” 
and set him on the throne, and made him Lord of all. 
With what a rebound did the “energy of the might 
of God’s strength” put forth itself in him, when once 
the great sacrifice was accomplished | 


I. Tue ResurREcTION oF Curist, or THE LIFE 
RENEWED IN Him (v. 20a). 


1. The Resurrection as a Historical Fact. 


Christian faith is neither ignorance nor credulity, 
but ever rests on a substantial foundation of fact. The 
resurrection of Christ claims to be fact exactly in the 
same sense as his death and burial claim to be facts, 
and must be capable of the same kind of proof. We 
confidently affirm that if this event be less than fact, 
it cannot be more than fiction. It is well, therefore, 
that we should remind one another of the ground on 
which our faith rests. 


Our Lord’s being what he was, necessitated it. We 
can believe in his resurrection if we can believe in 
him at all. The event was not more singular and 
unique than the nature of him to whom it befell. If 
we believe that he was supernaturally born, that he 
lived without sin, and that he chose to die to bring 
deliverance to sinners, then, not only is it easy_to be- 
lieve that he rose again, but it is impossible to believe 
that he did not. The sinless Man cannot be holden 
of death, he must rise again. And he who rose again 
never to return to the grave as did all others who were 
raised from the dead must be the sinless Man. | 

The work which Christ came to do required it: ‘To 
regard the resurrection as merely the reward bestowed 
upon the Son by the Father for his faithfulness unto 
death is to miss its chiefest significance. His rising 
again from the dead was an essential and integral 
part of the work which he had been sent into the world 
to accomplish. Speaking of his life he said, “I have 
power to law it down, and I have power to take it 
again. This commandment, received I from my 
Father” (John 10:18). The two parts of this 
statement must not be separated from one another. 
The resurrection was as essential a part of the Father’s 
will, and of the Son’s work, as. the crucifixion, and 
the latter was in order to the former, for’ he said, 
“Therefore do I lay down my life, that I may take 
it again.” 


This is the third in a series of five articles, by Mr. 
Scroggie, presenting, in brief, his messages as 
given at England’s Jubilee Keswick Convention 
last July. They are appearing in consecutive 
issues of The Sunday School Times, and cover the 
following topics: 
Christ Pre-Existent and Creating 
Christ Incarnate and Suffering 
Christ Risen and Glorified 
Christ Ministering and Judging 
Christ Triumphant and Confessed 








The invariable teaching of the New Testament is 
that Christ’s resurrection was not merely something 
consequent -upon his redemptive work, but. an essential 
part of the work itself. 


Jesus himself predicted it. His utterances at first 
were in vague terms such as, “Destroy this temple, 
and in three days I will raise it up.” But later on 
he spoke plainly, always associating his resurrection 
with his death. This then constitutes an integral part 
of the claim made for himself by Jesus Christ, and 
if he did not rise from the dead, that claim in all its 
parts is invalidated. 

The empty tomb demonstrated it, Jesus had died 
and was buried; yet, after three days his body had 
disappeared, and the tomb was empty. What had 
happened? If his foes had taken his body then why 
did they not produce it to silence forever those who 
were preaching that the Lord was risen? And if his 
friends had taken it away, they were not deceived, 
but deceivers, and the Christian Church was founded 
and has flourished for nearly nineteen hundred years 
on a fraud, The fact of the empty tomb stands im- 
pregnable against all the attacks of visional and ap- 
paritional theories. 

The primitive belief is inexplicable without it. 
“Nothing is clearer from the narratives than the utter 
surprise of the friends of Jesus at his reappearance, 
and their complete unpreparedness for the event.” The 
words of the two disciples on the way to Emmaus ex- 
press the condition of mind of all the disciples during 
the gloomy interval between his death and his resur- 
rection, “We hoped that it was he who should have 
redeemed Israel.” 

There was no predisposition on their part either to 
expect that Christ would rise again or to fancy that 
he had done so. Yet within six weeks of his death 
we find these very men openly declaring that their 
Master was alive and had been seen by them. 

The appearances of our Lord crown the certainty 
of it. Of these, ten are recorded within forty days, 
and probably there were more (Acts 1:3). They were 
made under a great variety of circumstances, — to men 
and women, to individuals and to groups, in the house 
and on the street, to disciples joyful and sad. Some 
of these appearances . were momentary, and others 
were protracted; and in various forms did he mani- 
fest himself unto them (Mark 16:12). It is quite 
impossible that in all these circumstances all these 
people should have been mistaken. The only way to 
account for their impressions is by the fact of the 
resurrection. 

The existence of the Christian Church implies t. 
We cannot think that there could have been a Chris- 
‘tian Church at all except for the-belief in the resur- 
rection of Christ. The existence of this Society is 
the first and final proof of the historic truth of the 
miracle on which it was founded. The Church came 
out of the belief, and the belief came out of the fact 
of the resurrection. 

This is true, not only of the Church herself, but 
also of her institutions. What was it that occasioned 
the distinction between the Jewish Sabbath and the 
Lord’s Day, and the suddem change from the one to 
the other? Only one thing, and that, the belief that 
Jesus rose from the grave on that first day of the week. 

2. The Resurrection as a Spiritual Truth. 


This aspect of it emerges from and rests upon the 
fact, for what is historically false cannot be spir- 


itually true. In the New Testament a heavy super- 
structure of teaching is built upon the declared event. 
Facts always precede doctrines, and doctrines inevit- 
ably grow out of facts. Theology is the child of his- 
tory, for from the beginning divine revelation was 
made in human life. The resurrection is the revela- 
tion of a new life, and, significantly enough, it was 
made only to disciples. Christ himself was changed. 
He was the same, for his disciples knew him; and yet 
he was not the same for “What was natural to him 
before is now miraculous, and what was before mir- 
aculous is now natural.” 

Before the Cross his spirit was manifested through 
his body, but after he rose from the grave his body 
was manifested by his spirit. He was no longer sub- 
ject to the laws of the material order to which his 
earthly life was previously conformed. 

Christ in resurrection-life is the link between the 
seen and the unseen. In his resurrection-body were 
blended the earthly and the spiritual for it had the 
qualities of the higher sphere to which it belonged 
and yet retained the visible marks which demonstrated 
the identity of the present with the past. The resur- 
rection registers the transition from the Historical 
to the Spiritual Christ~ Behind him lay the infancy, 
the childhood, the manhood, the ministry, the crucifix- 


.ion, and ‘the burial; while before him there opened 


the whole length of the life in Heaven which, to his 
humanity, was a new experience. 

The resurrection is, therefore, a revelation of the 
spiritual world and of our connection with it. 

3. The Resurrection as a Practical Power. 

Not only is it the basis of Christian theology, but 
also of Christian morality; and Paul earnestly desires 
to “know,” not the fact nor the doctrine, but “the power 
of his resurrection.” It will enable us to do, in our 
Master’s absence, what his disciples entirely failed 
to achieve in his lifetime and under his teaching. 


II. Tae Exartation or Curist, or THE PLACE 
AssIGNED To Him (v. 20b). 

1. Christ’s Ascension, 

The Fact of it. 

The life of our Lord is generally thought of within 
the limits of Bethlehem and Calvary, but it. began 
before the one, and continued after the other. As 
our Lord anticipated and foretold his death and res- 
urrection, so did he his ascension. In the fourth Gos- 
pel there are some ten references to this prospective 
event, half of them occurring in the Upper Room Dis- 
course (John 6:62; 7:33; 12:32; 14:12, 28; 16:5, 
10, 17, 28; 20:17). The event itself is plainly de- 
clared in the opening of the Acts; and more is said 
of it and its consequences in the Epistle to the Hebrews 
than in any other part of the New Testament. The 
numerous passages in the Epistles and Apocalypse 
which tell of our Lord’s returm from Heaven assume 
of course that he ‘went thither. 

The Significance of it. 

Having come from Heaven, Christ must return to 
Heaven, that as Man he might open its gates to re- 
deemed humanity (John 14:2); might vouchsafe to 
his disciples his universal presence (Matt. 28:20); 
and might exercise om our behalf his high priestly 
ministry (Heb. 4:14, 10). 

The Consequences of it. 

These we see, in the Descent of the Holy Spirit, the 
Founding of the Christian Church, and the Obligation 
to Evangelize the World. Introducing as it did our 
Lord’s present life in Heaven, it also opened up for 
men a new life on earth, and for all believers an in- 
timacy and fellowship with God otherwise impossible. 
Physically remote, Christ has become spiritually near; 
and, free from earthly limitation, his life above is the 
promise and guarantee of eur own. 

2. Christ’s Enthronement. 


Jesus anticipated this in the days of his humiliation. 
Rising above the injustice and shame of his trial be- 
fore the Jewish Council, he declared” that “From 
henceforth shall the Son of man be seated at the right 
hand of the,power of God (Luke 22:69). And thither 
he went, for the dying Stephen “looking up stedfastly 
into heaven, saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing 
on the right hand of God” (Acts 7:55). 

And Paul never lobes sight of this great fact. Not 
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only have we the declaration of our text, but in one 
of the most eloquent of passages the apostle asks, 
“Who is he that condemneth? Shall Christ Jesus, 
who died? Yea, rather, who was raised from the 
dead? Who is at the right hand of God? Who also 
maketh intercession for us?” (Rom. 8:34.) Impossi- 
ble; for had he wished to condemn us, he had but to 
leave us to ourselves. But his crucifixion, resurrec- 


tion, exaltation, and intercession all proclaim that he : 


can be just and yet the justifier of him that believeth. 

The exaltation of Christ is also made a motive for 
the pursuit of spiritual things, “If then ye were raised 
together with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated on the right hand of God” (Col. 


3 Bde 

And the writer to the Hebrews will not let his 
readers forget for a moment that Christ is on the 
throne, The revelation vouchsafed that Christ is 
seated tells us that, 

He is in the Place of Eternal Rest. 

The disturbance which sin has wrought in the uni- 
verse is more far-reaching than we can know. Not 
only on this earth, but im heavenly realms, the dark 
shadow has fallen, the shock has been felt, the dis- 
cord has been heard, and the peace broken. But Jesus 
Christ by his death and resurrection sounded the deep- 
est depths of evil, measured its widest extent, felt its 
fullest force, paid its uttermost penalty, and, having 
offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, “sat down on 
the right hand of God.” 

His work done, he now rests. And this is not the 
rest of indifference, but of victory; a victory he calls 
his people to share, that we too may enter into rest. 

He is in the Home of Infinite Glory. 

Heaveni is the home of infinite glory, and it is there, 
in the light unapproachable, that Christ dwells. The 
glory which, as the eternal Son, he had with the Father 
before the world was, is now his as the exalted Man. 
We cannot, from experience, form an idea of this 
glorified bodily existence; but we do know that “glory, 
glory dwelleth in Emmanuel’s Land,” and that Em- 
manuel dwelleth in the Glory Land. 

That Christ is at God’s right hand tells us that 

He is in the Seat of Universal Power. 

This is the very focus and center of that mighty 
energy of which we read in verse nineteen. Anticipat- 
ing this reward, Christ said to his disciples, “All power 
is given unto me in heaven and on earth.” Those pre- 
rogatives which were his in his Pre-incarnate life, 
and which he laid aside when he came to this earth, 


he now exercises as the glorified Man on the right 
hand of God. 


III. THe Dominton or Curist, or THE AuTHORITY 
INVESTED IN Him (vs, 21-23). 


1. Christ is Lord of All Intelligences. 


When Paul speaks of rulers, and authorities, and 
powers, and dominions, it is clear that he is thinking 
of “the mighty kingdoms angelical,” of celestial dig- 
nities, good and bad. But as he would affirm the su- 
premacy of Christ “far above” all such, and the sov- 
ereignty of his power over them, he will leave no room 
for any limitation of the thought, but adds “And every 
name that is named”; which. must include everything 
which can bear a name, not personalities only, but 
principles, and forces, and factors. 

How blinding a revelation of the glory of the Christ 
who was nursed at a Hebrew mother’s breast, and who 
died on a gibbet at Golgotha. Not a little is said in 
Scripture of the angelic realm; dark with excess of 
light. We hear these morning stars singing their 
maiden song, and we take shelter from the flashing of 
their silver wings. Rank upon rank they rise, angels 
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, principalities 
and powers, authorities, and dominions, thrones, and 
countless dignities unnamed, of intelligence vast, of 
strength incredible, of wisdom profound, and of powers 
amazing. Yet, far above all these is seated a Man 
with the print of nails im his hands and feet. Above 
them all the mighty power of God has exalted and 
enthroned the Christ. The once crucified One, rising 
from the grave, passed through and beyond all suc- 
cessive ranks of angelic powers, until there was in 
Heaven no grandeur which he had not left behind. 

But, comprehensive as this declaration is, it is not 
yet all inclusive, for the apostle proceeds to tell us 
that also 

a. Christ is Ruler of the Whole Universe. 

For God, when he ascended, “put all things in sub- 
jection under his feet.” If it be doubted whether, in 
the previous categories, fallen angels are included, they 
certainly must be included here, together with all men, 
and ‘the whole creation, organic and inorganic. The 
employment of the word “subjection” suggests con- 
flict and opposition, and these ideas, with much be- 
sides, are found in the psalm passages which dominate 
the apostle’s thought here (Psa. 110:1; 8:5, 6). 

His Lordship is universal. He is exalted far above 
every creature in earth, or Heaven, or hell. There has 
been “given to him dominion, and glory, and a king- 
dom, that all people, nations, and languages, should 
serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which 
shall not be destroyed” (Dan. 7:14). Christ exer- 
cises unlimited universal sway; all things material and 
moral, angelic and human, visible and invisible, -zood 
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and bad, present and to come, are in his hands, to be 
sovereignly disposed of according to his will. 

His is the Name high over all, pre-eminent forever. 
Not only shall it never be eclipsed, but it can never 
be equalled. Jesus is without a rival, and forever his 
Name shall shine forth with an unapproached efful- 
gence.” The Empire of Love shall never perish. 

But even that is not the final note of. this all-glori- 
ous passage which is an utterance of expanding power 
and wonder. Great as is the revelation that Christ 
is Lord of all angelic intelligences, and Ruler of the 
whole Universe; it is a still morg astonishing revelation, 
when we understand what it implies, that 


3. Christ is Head of the Ransomed Church. 
“God gave him to be head over ail things to the 
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Church, which is his body, the fulness of him that 
filleth all mm all.” The wealth of this revelation we 
shall never exhaust, and the wonder of it we shall 
never fully appreciate. 

The thoughts- that are harmonized in this sublime 
utterance are that 


Christ is the head over all things, — that; as such, 
God gave him to the Church, — that his headship over 
all’things serves the highest welfare of the Church, — 
that he is also, necessarty, the head of the Church, — 
that the Church is the body of Christ, — that the Church 
is also the fulness of her Head,—and that her Head 
is the Christ who fills her, and all the universe with all 
with which they are enriched. 

EpINBURGH, SCOTLAND. 








is doing to spread the Word in its needy land 








A Russian Reformation and Its Luther . 


What the All-Russian Union of Evangelical Christians 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 














Through the American agg Association the United States saved thousands of lives in Russia during the years 
immediately following the World War, when famine and epidemic ran riot. To-day Russia is suffering another 
famine, —of the Word of God,"a lack of food which means terrible spiritual loss, and which in the sight of God 


is far worse than mere bodil 


ly death. At the instance of the Russian Evangelization Society, the Rev. I. S. 
Prokanhoff of Leningrad, President of the All-Russian Union of 


Evangelical Christians, is now in America 


telling of the great opportunities for spreading the Gospel throughout the length and breadth of Soviet Russia, and 


of the strategic need of funds to seize this opportunity for Christ, 


Those interested in having Mr. Prokanhoff tell 


of his great work in Russia may address the Russian Evangelization Society, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 
Gifts for the work may also be sent to the same address. 


President of the All-Russian Union of Evan- 

elical Christians, now in this country in the in- 
terest of Russian evangelization, without realizing that 
a reformation is in progress in Russia, and that this 
man, although in his modesty he would not himself 
say so, is its Luther. In this tail, brawny, and typical 
Russian, God has raised up a man of diversified spir- 
itual gifts for evangelical and evangelistic leadership. 
He speaks English and German almost as well as his 
native Russian. 

The son of a Molokan Christian, who took refuge 
from persecution in the Caucasus, he was, during his 
school days, under the influence of the philosophy of 
pessimism, but was converted, and when he went to 
St. Petersburg to study engineering at a technical 
school, he began secretly to preach the Gospel to the 
students. During an experience of forty years he has 
come to be one of the most conspicuous figures in 
the religious life of Russia to-day. Three times he 
has been in prison for his faith, because of misunder- 
standings, he insists, on the part of the authorities. 
Paul-like, he found these occasions opportunities for 
preaching the Gospel, and the prisoners invariably 
came to love him. When the government, on the oc- 
casion of his last imprisonment, discovered that he 
had been the victim of false accusation, he was re- 
leased and the accusers arrested and put in the prison 
where he had been confined. He at once sent te the 
government a petition for the pardon of his enemies, 
but the official reply was, “It is very nice for you to 
want your enemies released, but it will make them 
more careful in handling the truth to leave them be- 
hind the bars for a time.” ; 

Mr. Prokhanoff has come to see the movement, of 
which he is the head, number its adherents at about 
two million, one-half of whom are actual church-mem- 
bers. In the apostolic simplicity of his church every 
church-member is a missionary. “The ~Evangelical 
Movement,” he says, “has been transformed into a 
national reformation, embracing all classes of popula- 
tion. 

“Under the present religious laws, the All-Russian 
Union of Evangelical Christians is officially registered, 
and is allowed to hold meetings, to send its mission- 
aries over all of Russia without any hindrance to pub- 
lish a magazine, and to maintain its Bible school. Last 
year we had permission to import 50,000 Bibles, which 
we did, This year we have official permission to print, 
in Russia, 25,000 Bibles and 20,000 Testaments. Doubt- 
less we could secure permission to print as many more 
if we but had the funds. The Soviet government 
changed its permission from importation to printing 
at home as a step toward the building up of industry 
within the republic.” 

With this -opem door for the Gospel, in a sorte? 
which enjoys a stable currency on a gold basis, wit 
the transportation system fully 2ad satisfactorily ~re- 
constructed,: so that trains are running on schedule 
time even to far-away Vladivostock, the Evangelical 
Union has four thousand churches. In each church 
group, there are two preachers, making a total of eight 
thousand preachers, and in addition tv-> hundred and 
fifty itinerating evangelists, supported solely by the 
National Council. Of the two preachers in every 
local church, one is a pastor, while the other itinerates. 

The vast territory of Russia, five times as large as 
the United States, is divided into seventy missionary 
districts, each having its own council and its own 


(*: cannot hear the Rev. I. S. Prokhanoff, 


yearly conferences. The churches are autonomous, the 
councils merely advising in the matter of missionary, 
editorial, and publication work. The organization veers 
far away from anything hierarchial, having been fully 
warned by the errors of the Orthodox Greek Church, 
and the utmost freedom is given to the local churches 
and districts. n : 

At one of the national conferences, it was discov- 
ered that a far-away local church had taken up literal 
foot-washing, and, while there was some thought of 
forbidding this, Mr. Prokhanoff and his advisers coun- 
selled moderation and sought from the Scriptures to 
teach the truth concerning Christ’s statement about 
washing the disciples’ feet, with the result that, within 
a year, that local church had ‘voluntarily discontinued 
foot-washing. a 

The Evangelical Union leaders have a vision: of the 
time when they will be able to send missionaries into 
all the regions beyond Russia’s vast borders, but at 
present the work of its missionaries is very difficult. 
After the hardship and destruction of the World War, 
there followed failure of crops, epidemics, and famines, 
so that distressing poverty prevails everywhere. ‘ The 
missionaries are taught the elements of hygiene and 
have been very useful in abating epidemics. When 
summoned to service, they have won the praise of 
government officials by their knowledge of, sanitation, 
their self-sacrificial nursing of the sick in spite of 
danger of contagion. But all the while they are quietly 
preaching the Gospel. : * 

Leaping into the breach between the increasing na- 
tional disgust over the discarded Greek Orthodoxy 
and the hopelessness of atheism, the Evangelical Union 
missionaries are finding an amazing eagerness to hear 
the truth. People are after a “living religion.” The 
Gospel is meeting the need of the people. It is a 
common experience to find a whole village turning 
out to hear the preacher, and many walking in from 
the surrounding country, from. twenty to thirty miles. 
After a one-hour sermon, the people linger to hear 
another one-hour sermon, and then another, and often 
yet another. It is not unusual that. a whole night 
may be spent in preaching, the people leaving for a 
little rest before dawn, and for the doing of morning 
chores, and returning again to stay from eleven o'clock 
on through another day and night. Often village au- 
thorities and sometimes priests attend the services. 
Many congregations possess only a single Bible and a 
single hymn-book, so great is the scarcity and so great 
is the poverty. at 

Mr. Prokhanoff tells of remarkable opportunities 
he has had for preaching in Greek Orthodox churches, 
for it is a fact that the Orthodox church has felt the 
reflex influence of the prevailing reformation. Many 
priests have been aroused to a new study of the Word 
of God, and numbers of the intelligentzia as well as 
the lower’ classes are being reached ‘by’ the Gospel. 
Realizing: the situation,’ Mr. Prokhanoff wrote a pam- 
phlet entitled “The: Gospel Call,” sending 40,000 copies 
to the priests of the Greek Church, and 60,000 copies 
to communicants. It was-this simple setting forth of 
the Gospel that opened doors for him among the Greek 
clergy. Many of them have become his firm 
friends, and it is almost -patheti¢ to hear him tell how 
some of them ask to be instructed about the work of 
the Holy Spirit in individual hearts, a vital truth that 
has been lost sight of in ecclesiastical ritual and for- 
malism. Ong of the great desires on the heart of Mr. 
Prokhanoff is to give a Bible and a hymnal to every 
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Greek priest, of whom there are 40,000. This would 
require about $80,000. : 
nother pressing need for funds is for the enlarge- 

ment and’ extension of the Leningrad Bible School. 
This first Protestant Russian Theological seminar, 
was founded recently by Mr. Prokhanoff at Leningrad, 
and its characteristic feature is that it combines the 
mental develo: t of the student with the simplicity 
of Gospel faith. Its motto is: “Christ is the First 
Teacher.” The normal course extends over three years, 
but so urgent is the need of missionary work that 
students are being pushed out after one year of in- 
struction. It was tragic to have to turn_ away all but 
37 of 200 joe) icants last year. Only seven of 
those who could taken were “sisters,” although 
many more wished to. attend. Through the woman, 
the Evangelicals are seeking particularly to establish 
Christianity in the homes, and for this reason, it is 
especially desired that means for accommodating wo- 
men students may be secured. It is important, also, to 
train women to go out to the local churches, and in- 
struct in the deeper things of God the two groups of 
older and younger women that are invariably found in 
each church. ' ‘ 

Mr. Prokhanoff is also the editor of a magazine, 
The Christian, which goes out in five thousand copies 
monthly, and there is great need for many tracts. — 

Will. you pray that funds may be supplied that this 
great opportunity may be seized for Christ? For 
the general work of missions, Bible printing, the Lenin- 
grad Bible School, publication, and the like, some $175,- 
000 is needed, and for the building of new schools and 
churches, $250,000 more. God forbid that his believing 
church shall let pass this time when Russia is open to 
the Gospel and the Bible, without fully meeting the 
need with prayer and gifts. 

NARBERTH, Pa. 


cd 
tHow I Prepare My Lesson 
By Lucy Stone 


This article is one of twenty-three prize contest articles 
that comprise a unique book, ‘‘ Preparing and Teaching the 
Lesson.”” Presenting as it does a wealth of tested methods 
of lesson preparation from experienced teachers in all walks 
of life, this book will be found invaluable to the Sunday- 
school teacher who is seeking more efficient!ways to study 
and.present the lesson. It may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company, Philadelphia, for $1.00. 
EING a business woman with household duties 
beside, the first problem was, “How can I find 
the time necessary to the careful preparation 
of the Sunday-school lesson?” 

In the evenings there are too many duties, too many 
distractions and interruptions. I cannot find time 
for anything more than my daily Bible reading and 
study, which does not take the place of the lesson. study 
nor vice versa. 

For years, therefore, I have set apart my Sunday 
afternoons for this purpose. The only friends who 
are likely to call on me Sundays know and respect my 
habit, and I very seldom allow anything to interfere 
with my purpose. 

As soon as the dinner work is out of the way I 
sit down with my Bible, The, Sunday School Times, 
and Sunday School Teacher, with my reference books 
close at hand. I separate myself from everything 
else, arid “take no note of time’ until I have thor- 
oughly mastered my lesson. I usually finish by six- 
thirty or seven, but sometimes it is eight o'clock be- 
fore I am ready to stop. 

Saturday evening I take out my note-book, go care- 
fully over my notes, pick out any reference material 
required and make any necessary memoranda and 
write out the home questions. Then I lay everything 
in order under my Bible, with my collection on top, 
feeling that with the spindle and distaff ready, God will 
surely send the flax. 

This plan of preparing the lesson complete at one 
sitting, and that, a whole week in. advance, may not 
be altogether ideal, but it has its advantages: 

First.—A lesson thus prepared is not affected by any 
— for or hindering circumstances during the 
week. 

Second.—The spirit of God’s Day is a great aid in 
the study of his Word, and more can be accomplished 
in the same length of time. 

_ That this plan requires perseverance and sacrifice 
is perhaps part of its success. 

“Does it pay?” , In my own case I can testify that 
it has paid “an hundredfold” on the investment; the 
blessing has been not alone to my class, but to the 
teacher as well. 


(Sample page from my lesson note-book.) 
Date ...., Lesson Number .... 
Healing of Naaman 
With to-day’s lesson several new characters are 
introduced : . 
Naaman (meaning Grace or Pleasantness). 
Little Maid. 
Servants. 
Jessie—What kind of man was Naaman? 
Adele—Tell us something about leprosy. 
(Two million lepers in the world to-day.) 
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Naaman was rich, honored, the king’s favorite, BuT — 
there is a but in almost every life. His was an envious 
position, BuT who would be a leper? There is help 
for Naaman, but it comes from an unexpected source. 

A little maid. 

A captive maid. (A little maid, but big enough to 
grasp a big opportunity.) 

Marion.—What idea do you form of this little maid? 
(How many worshipers of Jehovah were left? See 
1 Kings 19:18.) This little maid was one of the 
seven thousand. She was faithful, courageous, sweet- 
spirited. 

-Suppose you had been carried captive into a heathen 
land, would you have kept your faith? Would you 
have overcome circumstances or would circumstances 
have overcome you? 

She might have said: “I am such a little girl, and a 
Captive, it is of no use for me to speak.” 

(Illustration, The Sunday School Times, page .....) 
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What is the result? Letter and gift. (Fifty to sev- 
enty thousand dollars and ten changes of raiment.) 

What effect does-the letter have upon the king of 
Israel ? 

Elisha comes to the rescue. 

What is his purpose? (v. 8.) 

Elisha might have said, “I cannot help because: 
1. Naaman is not a Jew. 2. He is an enemy. 3. He 
is afflicted with a loathsome disease.” 

To one who is not a Christian, any one of these 
—— would have been sufficient for withholding 
elp. 

To one who is a Christian they constitute the reasons 
for giving it. 

Elisha’s word to “wash seven times.” 

Marion—Why “seven” times? 

Leprosy a type of sin. Naaman’s cure and owrs is 
= through obedience, (Central truth.) 

LHAMBRA, CAL. 














Will You Share Your Surplus Material? 


How your abundance may minister to great needs through the Surplus Material 
Department of the World’s Sunday School Association 


By Samuel D. Price, D.D. Assistant Secretary, World’s Sunday School Association 














6¢WF I only could I would render substantial aid,” 
is the way that many people respond when a great 
need is presented to them. If you could be shown 

that you are able, would you render real help? 

The World’s Sunday School Association has what 
has been called a “World’s Highway to Usefulness.” 
The plan is simple, and yet it also can tax your utmost 
ability. Only the new readers of The Sunday School 
Times need to be told about the method proposed, 
for each year ‘there appears an article about the 
Surplus Material Department of the World’s Sun- 
day School Association.. Many readers have even ac- 
quired the habit of looking for new information on 
the subject, for one recently wrote and asked when 
the 1925 story would appear. The co-operation is al- 
ways large on the part of the readers and the need for 
help was never greater than now. 

A hundred other things are needed by missionaries 
and many of these you have in your Sunday-school 
and which will soon of no further service. The 
method is for you to write to the Superintendent of 
the-Surplus Material Department of the World’s Sun- 
day School Association, Samuel D. Price, 216 Metro- 
politan Tower, New York City, stating what you have 
to give and asking for the name of a missionary. You 
are to indicate your denomination in full that you 
may be given the name and address of a worker of 


your own denomination. Then you send all packages. 


direct to that address abroad or in the home land as 
the case may be, and not to the office in New York. 
If you have no denominational preference you will be 
introduced to some interdenominational worker such 
as those of the China Inland Mission. A leaflet giv- 
ing full information will be mailed ta you. 

First, last, and always there is a call for the large 
Bible lesson picture rolls and the small Bible lesson 
picture cards illustrating the Sunday-school lessons. 
Here is a typical appeal which comes from an inter- 
denominational missionary in Shanghai, China: “Can 
you put me in touch with some addresses where we 
could get Bible lesson pictures and large Bible lesson 
picture rolls? We have an All People’s Mission and 
are doing work in many centers among foreigners, 
Russians and Chinese.” Not one roll should be per- 
mitted to accumulate in closet or cellar at home. When 
we come to the lessons of the Gospel of John next 
January the pictures will be of even greater benefit 
than on the present series, though every last picture 


roll on Acts is needed.- Recently one wrote stating that © 


they had found sixteen old rolls in their church closet. 
These are rolls that never grow stale and every day 
is picture time with the missionary. With the same 
eagerness that the Jew hunted for leaven at Passover 
time you are requested to hunt out every last picture 
roll that can be found in your Sunday-school and then 
that of your neighbor whether that term means county 
or state. The postage will be about eighteen cents a 
roll, and usually two rolls can be sent within the limit 
of weight for one package. 

The limit in pictures is too often the limit in the 
number of scholars in some of the countries abroad, 
especially where the street children are sought. In 
China such groups are called Rag-Tag Sunday-schools. 
The street urchins in meeting the missionary will say, 
“When is it Sunday? -How many more days?” The 
pictures they paste on their black mud walls above their 
mud brick beds and teach their parents the Golden 
Text each week. A missionary states, “We have used 
simply tens of thousands of post cards during the 
past few years. When we sent out our student vol- 
unteers this last spring we gave them 16,000 cards to 
use in forming little Sunday-schools all over the coun- 
try, and the children in the country districts especially 
greatly appreciate the bright pretty cards and come to 
the school cheerfully and faithfully in order to get 


this reward. It costs just one cent to mail two ounces 
of pictures to a foreign country and the package must 
not weigh more than four pounds six ounces. 

In sending the souvenir postcards please be particu- 
lar to keep out all that are of the joke type or that 
have partly clothed humans. Cards that contain a 
message can be forwarded as “Commercial Paper,” 
and that rate is the same as for printed matter — two 
ounces for one cent. You can provide interesting work 
for children by having them paste a piece of white 
paper over the writing, and on this a verse will be 
printed or. written in the native language when the 
package reaches its destination over seas. 

The International Uniform Lessons are studied in 
the Philippine Istands a year later than in the United 
States. At least one-half of the lesson helps used in 
the Philippines have been forwarded from America 
after having served their purpose here. The former 
rate on second class matter, four ounces for one cent, 
was discontinued April 15, and the new rate is, by 
parcel post, twelve cents a pound plus two cents carry- 
ing charge on each package. The new rate is more 
than three greater than the old, and many have not 
felt able to pay the larger amount. The need in the 
Philippines is just as great, however, and the workers 
there keep calling for more of our used lesson helps. 
Some of our American contributors because they are 
no longer sending papers to the Phiilppines have stop- 
ped being partners in service according to the Surplus 
Material plan. The missionaries still beg for your pic- 
tures and the rate abroad has not been changed except 
to our own possessions. Illustrated papers in English 
are often called for in the different countries. 

Through annual articles, such as have appeared in 
The Sunday School Times, requests have been honored 
for automobiles, a mule, church bells, organs, song- 
books, stereopticons, lantern slides, and the like. Ap- 
peals are on file for all these things and many more. 
There is a call for your utmost as well as for that 
which can easily be provided. Some of the specials 
will be named and with prayer that some one will care 
for each. One doctor of divinity, who has to appear 
at numerous academic functions, is in real need of 
a doctor’s gown. His alma mater conferred the de- 
gree but forgot about his need for a gown with the 
insignia on the sleeves. Surely there is some unused 
doctor’s gown in America that will be given for this 
worthy man. Musical instruments are always wanted. 
In one letter there was a call for a saxaphone, cornet, 
or French horn. A worker in the Philippines must 
have a saxaphone and gives the following kind, “curved 
model, E flat, alto, first choice, and C melody, the sec- 
ond choice.” To keep him employed until the saxa- 
phone was obtained it was possible to send a well re- 
paired accordion which by this time is sounding out 
Gospel hymns rather than its former un-tuneful jazz. 
Anything useful that you have to give is that which 
some missionary wants. For example, the National 
Geographic Magazine is calied for by many. 

When the gift is sent to the one who now in a.very 
real sense becomes your personal missionary repre- 
sentative you will of course write a letter and. enclose 
the card of introduction which you will receive from this 
office. In about three months you should have your let- 
ter of thanks from abroad. Then the work is well 
begun. Your direct contact with the field will bring 
you special information about further needs and you 
may find it possible to render even more specific help. 
Write for your card of introduction at once and begin 
the preparation of your gift. Those residing in the 
British Isles should write to Miss Gertrude Edwards, 
22 Boyne Park, Tunbridge Wells, Eng., who is the 
Superintendent of the Pass-It-On Department, doing 
the same work for British missionaries. 

New Yorx Crry. 
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LESSON Il. DECEMBER 13. PAUL IN MELITA AND ROME 
International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 28 : 1-31 | 
Golden Text.—I am not ashamed of the gospel: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth.—Rom. I : 16 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt. D. 


Foreword 
UR Lord before his ascension ordered a sys- 
tematic progress of the Gospel (1:8). Peter 
began at Jerusalem; Paul finishes the Great 
Commission for the first generation of Christianity in 
the uttermost part, radiating out from Rome. 


The Historical Setting 


Luke leaves us almost consumed with eager desire 
to know how Paul’s appeal to Caesar terminated; 
what may have been Paul’s connection with the great 
church at Rome to which he wrote his profoundest 
Epistle three years before. Why does the inspired 
historian not tell us about these matters? Is he not 
writing a biography of Paul? No, indeed; he is not. 
Luke is writing the history of the Gospel in the first 
generation of the Christian Church as an example for 
all future generations in the course of church history. 
He does not even record the death of Paul, though he 
and the other biographers of Jesus go into great de- 
tail when) recording our Lord’s death. But the cross 
is the most transcendent event in the universe; cur 
Lord’s death made atonement for sin. If much had 
been made of the apostles’ deaths, their graves might 
have become shrines for age-long pilgrimages. But 
Luke does show that Paul had an unhindered min- 
istry in spite of Roman chains and unconquerable 
Jewish prejudice, for it is part of Gospel history to 
show that God’s Word cannot be bound and that it 
must triumph over all human prejudices. 


The Expésitory Meaning 

Verses 1-6.—When we were escaped, then we knew 
that the island was called Melita, The island is the 
modern Malta, sixty miles south of Sicily, nine miles 
broad by seventeen miles long. The people were not 
savages, but were “barbarians” in the sense of not 
speaking Greek or Latin. The island was originally 
settled by the Phenecians. Paul was not too great 
as an apostle to throw wheat overboard from a sink- 
ing ship or to pick up chips to build a fire. 

Verses Py serra im the neighborhood of that place 
were lands belonging to the chief man of the island. 
Publius was the subordinate Roman governor under 
the rule of the praetor of Sicily. It is quite natural 
that Publius would be courteous to Julius and_ his 
party. Dr. Luke uses a plural word in the original 
Greek for fever, which shows that the father of the 
chief man had intermittent fever; his temperature rose 
and fell, and Paul’s family doctor notes the fact. 

Verses 11-13.—After three months we set sail in 
a ship of Alexandria which had wintered in the island, 
whose sign was The Twin Brothers. It was probably 
the month of February, when the winter was relaxing 
its severity. The Twin Brothers in ancient mythology 
were Castor and Pollux, as the ship’s name is given 
in the Authorized Version. 

Verse 16.—Paul was suffered to abide by himself 
with the soldier that guarded him. Usually state pris- 
oners were confined in a jail adjoining the camp uf 
the Praetorian Guard, northeast of the city, but in 
some cases exceptions were made, as for Paul, The 
soldier to whom such a prisoner was chained was re- 
lieved at stated intervals, and we may hope to find 
numbers of them in Heaven, grateful for that won- 
derful apostolic chain. 

Verse 17.—He called together those that were the 
chief of the Jews. These were the rulers and elders 
of the synagogues, scribes, heads of families, and per- 
haps wealthy traders. Dean Howson says the Jewish 
community in Rome began with captives brought in 
by Pompey after his Eastern campaign. Many were 
later freed. Their colony was in the Trastevere, a 
district beyond the Tiber. As many as eight thousand 
Jews of Rome signed a petition to the Emperor com- 

laining of Archelaus, son of Herod the Great.. The 
Tews had been banished from the imperial city by the 


mperor Claudius in A. D. 49, but the decree had been. 


repealed, probably through the influence of. Poppaea, 
a proselyte to Judaism, over Nero. 

Verses 18, 19—Who, when they had examined me, 
desired to set me at liberty. Referring to Felix (24: 
25) but especially to Festus and Agrippa (26: 32). 
Paul is eager to explain that his presence in Rome is 
not due to any accusation he had made against his 
beloved nation. His appeal had been forced upon him 
by the persecution of the Sanhedrin and the venality 
and politics of the Roman procurators. 

Verse 20.—Because of the hope of Israel I am bound 
with this chain. That hope was the Messiah, for whom 
{srael had been looking all the long centuries. It was 
Paul’s God-given, Scripture-sustained conviction that 


Devotional Reading: Romans 12; 1-8. 
Pane resee Feng A 1: 8-17; 16: 1-20. 
rimary ic ; elper. 
Lesson Material : Acts of: 1-16, 30, 31. 
Memory Verse: Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might.— Eccles. 9: x0. 

Junior Topic: Paul in the World’s Capital. 
Lesson Material: Acts 28 ; 1-31. 
Memory Verse: Romans 12: 11. 


Intermediate and Senior Topic: A Prisoner Preaching. 
Topic tor Young Poodle and Atcin: The Power of the Goel. 











The_ portion of the text indicated by the Internationa) 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 16-24, 30, 31 


16 And when .we entered into Rome, 1 Paul was suffered 
to abide by himself with the soldier that guarded him. 

17 And it came to pass, that after three days he called 
together 2 those that were the chief of the Jews: and when 
they were come together, he said unto them, I, brethren, 
though I had done nothing against the people, or the cus- 
toms of our fathers, yet was delivered prisoner from Je- 
rusalem into the hands of the Romans: 18 who, when they 
had examined me, desired to set me at liberty, because 
there was no cause of death in me. 19 But when the Jews 
spake against it, I was constrained to appeal unto Czsar; 
not that I had aught whereof to accuse my nation. 20 For 
this cause therefore did I * entreat you to see and to speak 
with me: for because of the hope of Israel I am bound with 
this chain. 21 And they said unto him, We neither re- 
ceived letters from Judza concerning thee, nor did any of 
the brethren come hither and report or speak any harm 
of thee. 22 But we desire to hear of thee what thou think- 
est: for as concerning this sect, it is known to us that 
everywhere it is spoken against. 

23 And when they had appointed him a day,-they came 
to him into his lodging in great number; to whom he ex- 
pounded the matter, testifying the kingdom of God, and 
persuading them concerning Jesus, both from the law of 
Moses and from the prophets, from morning till evening. 
24 And some believed the things which were spoken, and 


.some disbelieved. 


30 And he abode two whole years in his own hired dwell- 
ing, and received all that went in unto him, 31 preaching 
the kingdom of God, and teaching the things concerning 
=, Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness, none forbidding 

hs Some ancient authorities insert the centurion —de- 

livered the prisoners to the Chief of the camp: but &c. 

£Or, those that were of the Jews first *%Or, call for 

you, to see and to speak with you if 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nedson & Sons 








Jesus was the Messiah which was responsible for his 
appeal to Caesar and his present chains. 

Verse 21.— We neither received letters from Judea 
concerning thee, nor did any of the brethren .. . speak 
any harm of thee. Most of the commentators are 
loath to accept this statement at its face value. They 
argue that it means the Roman Jews had received no 
official complaint against Paul; he had out-sailed such. 
Schaff’s Commentary says: “This reply was more 
courteous than honest.” Stifler’s interpretation is bet- 
ter: “Paul was to have an unbiased hearing. ... The 
preacher was to be every way acceptable whether the 
preaching proved so or not.” 

Verse 22.—As concerning this sect, ... everywhere 
it is spoken against. The Jews at Rome are so im- 
pressed with Paul that they “desire” to hear his de- 
fense of the spoken-against sect of the Nazayrenes. 
Tacitus, a contemporary historian, was saying of Chris- 
tianity: “It is a detestable superstition.” Suetonius, 
another writer of the same age. “A race of men hold- 
ing a novel and criminal ‘superstitution.” 

Verses 23, 24.—When they had appointed him a day, 
they came to him into his lodging .. . some believed 
. .. and some disbelieved. More came— great num- 
bers—than had come at the first interview; more 
perhaps than even Paul had hoped to address, They 
must have taxed the capacity of his Roman hired house. 
Paul “expounded” and “persuaded.” His Epistles show 
us what a master he was at so doing. He fitted cru- 
cifixion and resurrection into their tremendous places 
in the whole scheme of “the kingdom of God.” The 
rejecters of the Gospel seem to have had quite an al- 
tercation with those who had been swept into the king- 
dom by Paul’s persuasiveness and the Holy Spirit’s 
converting power. 


Verses 25-28.—Well spake the Holy Spirit . . . unto 
your fathers ... hearing ye shal! hear, and shall in no 
wise understand, The passage is from Isaiah 6:9, 
10, and is quoted by Paul from the Septuagint Ver- 
sion. No passage is quoted so often in the New Tes- 
tament as this (see Matt. 13:14; Mark 4:12; Luke 


8:10; John 12:40; Rom. 11:25). It is doubtless 


quoted thus often as a warning. 


Verses 30, 31—He abode two whole years in his own 
hired dwelling, . . . preaching . .. and teaching... . 
none forbidding him. Four Epistles, Ephesians, Colos- 
sians, Philippians, and Philemon, were written in this 
hired house, from which writings we know that Luke, 


Timothy, Epaphras, Mark, Aristarchus, and Tychicus 
were fellow-laborers who visited Paul here. Paul 
had a freer course for preaching and teaching at Rome 
than in many cities visited during his evangelization 
tours, — Satan had already done his worst. His fury 
was spent with Euroclydon; his venom was miracu- 
lously harmless as Paul shook the viper off his hand 
at Melita. God had prepared a season of calm for 
the hitherto storm-tossed apostle, 


The Homiletical Form 
First GENERATION EVANGELIZATION ENps IN AN 
“UTTERMOST Parr” 
1. The Serpent cannot kill God’s gospeller on the 
land (vs. 1-6), 
2. Heathen hospitality rewarded with Gospel bless- 
ing (vs. 7-10). 
3. The Gospel’s last lap on its race to Rome: 
(1) The sea voyage (vs. II-14). 
(2) The land journey (vs. 15, 16). 
4- Paul’s two interviews with the Jews (vs. 17-28). 
5. Paul’s unimpeded testimony at the world’s capital 
(vs. 30, 31). 
The Topical Values » 


They Shall Take up Serpents (Mark 16: 18).—All 
prospective missionaries— home or foreign — should 
be taught Satan’s “stratagems” (Eph. 6:11) as they 
appear in the Acts of the Holy Spirit as recorded by 
Luke. Satan repeats them through the generations. 
Does Luke record this viper incident merely to show 
Paul’s miraculous saving from its fangs? The launch- 
ing of each new phase of Gospel activity was char- 
acterized by some manifestation of Satan’s venomous 
antagonism, In Samaria, Simon; in Cyprus, Elymas; 
in Philippi, the demon-possessed priestess of Python 
pitted against Spirit-filled Lydia; at Melita, the thres- 
hold of Rome and twenty centuries, Satan in his Edenic 


symbolism. The snake came out of winter torpidity | 


through the warming of the fire. God is here teach- 
ing us that as we kindle Gospel fires (Acts 2:3) by 
our witness, Satanic opposition may be quickened, but 
trust in God shall make it harmless and powerless, 
“Behold, I have given you authority to tread upon 
serpents ... and over all the power [dynamic] of the 
enemy” (Luke 10: 19). 

Miracle and Mercy Abound on Melita.—In spite of 
the danger of the serpent, the little island where the 
Gospel group is marooned is blossoming with hospital- 
ity, healing, and the according of honor to Christ’s 
messengers. Melita was an earnest of all the Gospel 
would accomplish as it permeated the Roman world and 
all ages afterward. Let your class illustrate from its 
knowledge of missionary progress. All that the apos- 
tolic company lost is made up to them (v. 10). Stifler 
quotes Mark 10:30, and says: “What has been done 
on this island will be done in all islands in all time. 
Melita is a microcosm.” 

“And so’ (v. 14).—Christian hospitality over- 
whelmed Paul on Melita, consoled him at Puteoli, and 
poured out of Rome to meet him long before the apos- 
tle arrived. The apostle to the Gentiles enters Rome 
with the good hand of God evidently upon him. Spir- 
itual giant that he was, able to pray Euroclydon into 
ineffectiveness and a viper’s bite into harmlessness, he 
needed just that magnificent welcome at The Market 
of Appius and The Three Taverns in order to “take 
courage.” Paul always craved human comradeship, 
Dr: Scofield: once said of a brilliant Christian leader 
who never took counsel from his intimates, if he had 
any, that.-he was making an almost fatal mistake. 


The Practical Aim 


Preaching the Kingdom.—Our Lord preached the 
kingdom just before his ascension (1:3). Philip 
reached it in Samaria (8:12). Paul preached it ‘in 
phesus (19:8), and now at Rome, showing its rela- 
tion to Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified and risen Mes- 
siah. The kingdom’s vital principle is not earthly, 
merely. overthrowing Nero, but one of resurrection 
life. It is all thus revealed im the Scriptures, and Paul 
needed a whole day to unfold it, and‘ the Jews were 
willing he should take the time. -The truth. was. ex- 
plained to them in crystal clearness, and so their - re- 
jection of it was deliberately intelligent. To such pa- 
tient listeners, does it seem harsh in Paul to. pro- 
nounce Isaiah’s’ awful sentence? Peter and Stephen, 
and later Paul at Jerusalem gave official Jewry a 
chance to repent, and “until Rome was reached, mercy 
still lingered,” and even inside Rome’s gates there 
was one fleeting chance left to accept Jesus and work 
back to Jerusalem -with Messiah truth, but only some 
believed. “Salvation is of the Jews;” but Jews have 
driven it from David's/city to’ Caesar’s, In a foreign 
land Israel’s doom was finally pronounced. It has 
lasted for nearly two thousand years, and now the dry 
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Lesson for December 13 ° 


“Acts 28 : 1-31 


bones are beginning to move. The Jewish sign of the 


‘times is significant. With Pauline feryor, in a day 
when human thrones are toppling wholesale, “et us keep 


on preaching the near-at-hand kingdom of God. 


Final Word 


Acts has no real finis, Luke does not tell us what 
became of Paul or his party. He has given us a whole 
generation sample of what Jesus continued to do and 
to teach. But he has left it to us to finish the Acts of 
the Holy Ghost. Our generation may be the last of 
church history. By the grace of God let us make our 
closing chapter a true peroration! 


NARBERTH, Pa, 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff, — Dr. Banks, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


OW does this chapter in Luke’s narrative corroborate 
Paul’s letter to the Romans? 


_2. How long was it from the time that Paul understood 
that he was to go to Rome until he went? 

3. Why, perhaps, did God allow. his messenger to go to 
Rome as a prisoner? 

4. On what occasion after examination would the Romans 
have released Paul? 

5. How long was Paul on the way from Caesarea to 
Rome? 

6. Why were the people of the island of Melita (Malta) 
called barbarians? (Act 28 : 2, 4.) 

7- Where else had Paul been regarded as a god? Relate 
the circumstances. How did they differ from this one? 

8 What conviction of the natural man that sin deserves 
punishment do we find in this lesson? 

9. On what other island did Paul-work a miracle that was 
not a miracle of healing? 

10... Why did Paul tarry seven days in Puteoli? 

11, Why would Julius be willing to let Paul have an extra 
seven days at Puteoli? 

1z, On how many ships did Paul voyage to Rome? How 
was this skipper wiser than the one of the previous ship? 

13. Can you name any other occasion when the apostle 
was accompanied on his journey by the brethren? 

14. How does Paul’s method in Rome agree with his 
usual way of presenting the Gospel to a new “mission 
field’? 

1s. What was “the hope of Israel”? 

16. What did Paul mean by saying he was “bound” for 
the hope of Irael? 

17. What clearly showed the attitude of the Jews in 
Rome? 

18. What prophecy of our Lord did Paul confirm in his 
final anathema upon the rejecting Jews? 

19. What do you think of the claims of Paul for Jesus 
Christ? . 

20. What classes of Roman citizens did Paul reach with 
his Gospel message while fiving for two years there, as a 
prisoner of Caesar? 

21. What letters did Paul write during those two years in 
Rome? 

22. What Scriptural evidence is there that this was not 
Paul’s final imprisonment—the one resulting in his 
death? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questicns 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Some Fine Fellows.—The barbarians showed us no 
common kindness (v. 2). Pure unadulterated “bar- 
barians” have always been ready to show kindness — 
when kindness has been. shown barbarians. The bar- 
barians welcomed Columbus, Cortez, Pizarro, and other 
Spariish discoverers and cutthroats. The Quakers had 
no trouble with the barbarians of Pennsylvania, and 
William Penn never made the discovery that the only 
good Indian was a:dead Indian. If you fellows want 
to do some profitable reading this winter get Irving’s 
“Life of Columbus” and “Spanish Voyages,” . Pres- 
cott’s “Conquest of Mexico” ‘and “Conquest of Peru:” 
The narrative will fascinate you, but you will blush 
for the white race and conclude it was high time fot 
Martin Luther to “nail wp” the prevailing brand of 
Christianity then on the market. In this world you 
get what you give. Reap what you sow (Luke 6: 38). 
You can well guess what the bearing of the ship's 
company to these barbarians would be under the m- 
fluence of Paul. And the barbarians came back with 
(note the words) “no common kindness.” The Afri- 
can barbarians loved Livingstone and Dan Crawford 
and Mackay. You must remember that one of the sea- 
side sports of Paul’s day — and of a later day, for that 
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Lesson Calendar 


Thé complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
@ copy, or $1 a dozen, 
1. October 4.—Paul in Athens .......csceseeeens Acts 17 : 16-34 
2. October 11.—Paul in Corinth .............+- Acts 18 31-17 
3. October 18.—Paul Writes to the Corinthians 
1 Corinthians 12:1 to 13: 13 
4. October 25.—Paul in Ephesus ...... Acts 18:18 to 19:41 


. gs» November 1.—The Fight Against Strong Drink — 


World’s Temperance Sunday ...Ephesians 6 : 1-20 
6. November 8.—Paul’s Farewell at Miletus ..Acts 20 : 1-38 
7. November 15.—Paul’s Arrest in Jerusalem 
Acts 21:17 to 22.30 
8. November 22.—Paul Before Felix ...Acts 23:1 to 24:27 
9. November 29.—Paul Before Agrippa ..Acts 25 : 1 to 26: 32 
10. December 6.—Paul’s Voyage and Shipwreck. Acts 27 : 1-44 
11, December 13.—Paul in Melita and Rome ...Acts 28: 1-31 
12. December 20.—Paul’s Summary of Hig Life 
2 Timothy 3: 10, 11; 4: 6-18 
Or, 
Christmas’ Lesson  ..ccpescoccscssccsccccees --Matthew 2: 1-15 
Golden Text: Luke 2:11 
13. December 27.—Review: From Athens to Rome 
Romans 8 : 31-39 








matter — was to kill the shipwrecked and collect the 
cargo washed ashore. Pretty much all the bad habits 
that our modern barbarians exhibit have their origin 
in our “civilization.” Where did China get its opium 
and the American Indian his intemperance? There’s 
the point: The so-called “inferior races” have their 
fine points. “Uncommon kindness” is one of them. 
When the religion of Jesus Christ is brought to bear 
upon them by the real Christian and not the post 
trader and land grabber and sharp dealer and dope and 
rum seller they shine forth as pure gold. Read Park- 
man’s histories and know your American barbarian, 
and Dan Crawford’s “Thinking Black” and know your 
African barbarian. 


Reformers.—We desire to hear... thee ... con- 
cerning this sect, it is known to us that everywhere 
it is spoken against (v. 22). Why is it that most of 
the good things that have come into the world at first 
have been “everywhere... spoken against”? The hu- 
man race in the unit and in the mass has so much 
inertia that good can not be gotten into it without 
quarrying and blasting. Reformers; betterers, im- 
provers, savers have always been spoken against and 
fought against and put “hard up against.” We Amer- 
icans have some problems along this line as I now 
write. Some years ago we had our “Abolition cranks,” 
our “Woman’s Rights cranks,” our “Temperance cranks.” 
In the days to come when a “sect” begins to put down 
marital infidelity, we will have our “Divorce cranks.” 
When increasing heart trouble and nerve wreck bring 
out nicotine fighters we will have our “Cigarette 
cranks” to “speak against.” When Paul struck New 
York—I mean Chicago—excuse me again, should 
have said Rome, that glorious city was sitting upon 
her seven hills not only “corrupt and contented” but 
degraded and vile. Her masses were slaves, her gen- 
try were brutes and her women were those things that 
rhyme with “brutes.” The walls of the exhumed city 
of Pompeii which a displeased God buried in Vesuvian 
ashes just about this time and which was a swell Ro- 
man resort, is an exhibit in the case. No, you do not 
see these wall decorations when you visit Pompeii. 
They have to be kept locked from the public along with 
the Pompeii jewelry and bric-a-brac. The little sect 
that blew into Rome (not slang this time) had been 
sent by a loving God, not willing any should perish, 
to fasten the life line to the center post of Europe 
to save your ancestors and mine from going down 
the Sodom and Gomorrah way. Satan and his hosts 
from the devil-possessed emperor to his degraded and 
servile population were against the only power that 
could save them (2 Pet. 3:9). 


The Contract.—Teaching the things concerning the 
Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness, none forbidding 
(v. 31). “One thing I like about New York,” said a 
friend, “is that nobody pays any attention to you, and 
you can do what you like and go where you please.” 
I have never been to London, but I understand it is 
even more do-as-you-like and go-where-you-please than 
New York. You can even say what you please in 
London. Hyde Park is. filled with soap-box ‘orators 
preaching all sorts of stuff from anarchy to mormon- 
ism, “The safety valve” some one has called it. No 
danger of blowing up society so long as there is full 
opportunity to blow off steam. It was not until Rome 
weighted down the safety valve with persecution that 
the riveted plates of the old order began to leak at 
the joints and began to- bulge over the fire and eventu- 
ally blew up. The cross replaced the eagle. Rome, as 
you know, was under Greek influence both in her 
art and literature and there was probably no man in 
all the world at. that time better equipped to give 
beautiful lectures upon this subject than just Paul of 
the University of Tarsus and late of the Sanhedrin 
of Jerusalem. Greek and Hebrew culture. He had 


the brains and the eloquence and had been immersed 
in them all his life— which you have not, my dear 
Doctor —so what’s the use! But you will notice Paul 
cut out all the intellectual stuff, all the aesthetic stuff, 
and gave all his time “teaching the things concerning, 
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the Lord Jesus Christ.” This writer sincerely pities 
the man who, having renounced all chance of material 
success in the world, to go into the ministry, uses his 
pulpit for anything else than this. The minute the 
minister begins to use his place for entertainment he 
is a licked man and. it is only a matter of time 
when he will pass unwept and unsung. When the 
young man goes into the ministry he makes a con- 
tract. God help the man anywhere in anything who 
will not live up to his contract. The world of business 
calls him “yellow.” I do not know what God calls 
that man who signed up with Him on his ordination 
and has not delivered the goods! (2 Tim, 4:2; 1 Cor. 
9: 16.) 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 
4 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF COHERENCE.—Relate the les- 
sons one to another so as to develop a connected 
and. consistent body of truth, 











ONSIDERED merely .as a narrative the present 
lesson, of course, needs its setting in’ order to be 
understood. Why this company happened to be at 
Melita, who the company were, whither they were 
bound— these and other questions are only to be 
properly answered in the light of what has gone be- 
fore. So this concluding part of the narrative should 
be treated as the end of the series of adventures which 
befell a man of God entrusted with a mission who 
fulfilled it to the end, despite persecution and suffer- 
ing even unto death. The experience at Melita, sig- 
nificant though it is, remains but an incident on the 
sea voyage of the apostle Paul toward the capital city 
of Rome, and he must touch at other ports on the way. 
The experiences of the apostle as a prisoner in Rome 
are probably not different from those elsewhere. It 
was to the Romans he wrote that he was not ashamed 
of the Gospel of Christ, but he did not wait to reach 
Rome to prove it, for not only in the giving of thanks 
on the ship im the presence of all the company but in 
his constant preaching of Christ everywhere at the 
risk of persecution he had continued to manifest this 
spirit. It is noteworthy that to the last he followed 
his divinely guided method of “to the Jew first” and 
after only three days in Rome he called for the leaders 
of his people in the hope of giving them the mes- 
sage he was sent to preach. Here again we can un- 
derstand best his brief references to the conditions 
which had breught him to Rome when we have related 
to them the background of narrative which we have 
been following. As we leave Paul in Rome turning 
once more to the Gentiles as he had been driven again 
and again to do to teach the things concerning the Lord 
Jesus, let us not lose sight of that proud Pharisee, 
vears before humbled into the dust of the Damascus 
road, nor the winding but God-directed road that had 
brought him at last to Rome, 
HuntTINGpOoN, Pa, 
7 


The Mlustration Round-Table 


‘LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
aenepend, and two dollars for the. best one each week. 

But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet onplesting the 
conditions of this department.: The: full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaftet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full’ months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of: the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 


word: “Print.” 
Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 


specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
ane ~ Tal 


Do We Only Whisper?—/ am not ashamed of the 
gospel (Golden Text). A certain man used to pray 
now and then in: prayer-meeting, but in so low a voice 
that no one could hear him. The pastor thought it 
was because he had a feeble voice, until one: day in 
his store he heard his orders to the clerk ring out: 
“John, bring up that fifty pounds of flour.” | “Alas,” 
said the pastor, “he can only whisper: to God, but in 
business he has a mighty voice.”—From the Christian 
Herald. Sent by M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. 


Without the Heart of It.—I am not ashamed of the 
gospel (Goldem Text). Whatever else you do or do 
not preach, be sure incessantly to bring forth the soul- 
saving truth of Christ and him crucified. I know a 
minister whose shoe-latchet I am unworthy to unloose, 
whose preaching is often little better than sacred 
miniature painting. . . He is great upon ‘the ten toes 
of the beast, the four faces of the cherubim, the mys- 
tical meaning of badgers’ skins . . . but the sins of 
business men, . . . the needs of ‘the age, he scarcely 
ever touches upon. Such preaching reminds me of a 
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lion engaged in mouse-hunting, or a man- 
of-war cruising after a lost water-butt. 
—From “Lectures to My Students,” by 
C. H. Spurgeon. Sent by Miss E, Ed- 
monds, Tonbridge, Kent, Eng. 


The Fantastic Yawl.—I am _ not 
ashamed of the Gospel (Golden Text). 
Do not jump overboard from the staunch 
old-fashioned orthodoxy until there is 
something stronger to take you up than 
the fantastic yawl which has painted on 
its side “Advanced Thought” and which 
leaks at the prow and leaks at the stern 
and has a steel pen for one oar and a glib 
tongue for the other oar, and now tips 
over this way and then tips over that way, 
until you do not know whether the pas- 
sengers will land in the breakers of de- 
spair, or in the sinking sand of infidelity 
and atheism.—From “The Wit and Wis- 
dom of T. De Witt Talmage.” Sent by 
W.J. Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, N.Y. 


Killing the Gospel!—As concerning 
this sect, we know that every where it ts 
spoken against (v. 22). Down in South 
America a certain postmistress took it 
into her head to stop Christian reading 
from going through her hands. One of 
‘the religious papers she stopped alto- 
gether, using pages of it to wrap up cakes 
of soap. Here is the story as it appeared 
in the Latin American Evangelist: “A 
farmer named Manuel Betancourt came 
in some fifteen miles to e€ some pur- 
chases, and on returning home found his 
soap wrapped in one of these papers. The 
matter interested him so much that he re- 
turned several times and purchased more 
soap, in small separate packets, so that 
he might have more of the paper to read. 
Through the reading of this he learned 
about the Bible, secured a copy, and as a 
result was converted about a year ago. 
His conversion has been so radical as to 
cause no little stir in the vicinity, and as 
a result of his propaganda, several others 
have become interested in the Gospel, and 
one or two saved.”—From Forward. Sent 
by Mrs. H. M. Werntsz, Murrysville, Pa, 
Prize illustration. 


Spurgeon’s Greatest Compliment.— 
Preaching the kingdom of God, and 
teaching the things concerning the Lord 
Jesus Christ ‘(v. 31). C. H. Spurgeon 
reckoned as the highest compliment ever 
paid him the words of an open enemy who 
said: “Here is a man who has not moved 
an inch forward in all his ministry, and at 
the close of the nineteenth century 1s 
teaching the theology of the first century, 
and is proclaiming the doctrine of Naz- 
areth and Jerusalem current eighteen 
hundred years ago.” —Sent by J. A. Clark, 
ElWand, Yorks, Eng. 


Why He Listened to Spurgeon.— 
Preaching . . . and teaching . . . with all 
confidence (v. 31). There was an infidel 
in London who often used to go to hear 
Spurgeon preach. remonstrated 
with him: “Why do you go to hear that 


man? You don’t believe what he 
preaches.” “No,” was the pointed reply, 
‘but he does.” —Sent by M. Taylor, Win- 


nipeg, Can. 
se 


From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


ECAUSE that for the hope of Israel 

I am bound wrth this chain (v. 20). 
The word translated “bound” is peri- 
keimai, Literally it means to “lie round 
about.” I “am lain round abdut with,” 
or, as it is translated in Hebrews 12:1, 
“compassed about with.” And that brings 
out an interesting point. Paul was com- 
passed with an iron chain, but he was also 
compassed with a great cloud of wit- 
nesses. It was impossible for him to “lay 


aside every weight,” but he still had the] 


great encouragement which the conscious- 
ness of a great cloud of heaveuly on- 
lookers gave. 

As concerning this sect, we know that 
every where it ts spoken against (v. 22). 
“Known is it to us” is the literal render- 
ing, and Paul answers in the same phrase 
in verse 28, Gnoston esto humin, “Be it 
known therefore unto you, that the sal- 
vation of God is sent unto the Gentiles.” 
“Spoken against” is antilegetai, and the 
word appears again in Romans 10:21: “A 
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disobedient and gainsaying [antilegonta, 
speaking-against, contrary-speaking, dis- 
putatious] people.” The early Christians 
were spoken against, and it was just the 
chosen people who ought to have spoken 
for them and for the Gospel that vilified 
both. They were a disobedient and gain- 
saying or “against-saying” people. So 
= salvation of God passed to the Gen- 
tiles, 


No man forbidding him (v. 31). In 
Romans 1:13 Paul had explained that 
though he felt himself a debtor or un- 
der obligations to preach the Gospel to 
those in Rome, also he was let, or for- 
bidden, ekoluthen, hitherto. But the time 
of removal of hindrances had come. He 
now preached the things concerning the 
Lord Jesus Christ in Rome with all con- 
fidence, no man forbidding him, akolutos. 

New Hampton, N. H. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus 
we rejoice that we who belong to thee are 
thy glad bond-slaves. Forgive us if we have 
ever seemed to others to be ashamed of the 
Gospel. Forgive our silence when we ought 
to have spoken. Forgive, we pray thee, any 
lack of love or consideration in any words 
that we have said to others concerning thy- 
self. We pray that we may not be creatures 
of circumstance, hindered in thy work by our 
surroundings. May our faithfulness rest 
upon the deep foundations of thy faithful- 
ness, and not upon varying circumstances. 
Keep us true, we pray thee, when we are 
tempted to be discouraged, or to turn aside 
from thy blessed will, remembering thy 
faithfulness, oh, Lord Jesus, and the loyalty 
of the heroes of the faith whose work we 
are to carry on. In thy dear name we 
pray. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Are you ever 
ashamed of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ? Do you ever try to cover up just 
a little the fact that you are a Christian 
when you are with other folks? Would 
folks really know that you are a Chris- 
tian by getting acquainted with your 
life? ‘Some of us are so bound by the 
chains of fear, or other folks’ ways, or 
a kind of half-hearted acceptance of the 
Lord Jesus, that wedo not bravely stand 
for him in the midst of conditions that are 
not favorable to our comfort. We can 
never accuse Paul of that! He might 
be in prison, but he preached Christ just 
the same. No matter where he was, you 





cannot think of him as leaving any doubt 
in the minds of others that he was a fol- 
lower of the Lord Jesus. An incident 
that was told in the Illustration Round- 
Table in The Sunday School Times of 
September twenty-sixth may find some 
of us just where we are. A lumber-jack 
who was converted in a Chicago Mission 
was warned that he would have difficul- 
ties in following Christ. When the head 
of the mission met the lumber-jack later 
he asked him how he was “coming on” 
in the Christian life, and what had been 
the attitude of his fellow-workers. “Just 
fine!” said the lumber-jack, “there doesn’t 
any one know anything about it.” How 
is it with you? Is your Christian life 
like Paul’s, or like this lumber-jack’s? 
Let us pray. , 





PAUL A PRISONER 


BOUND HAINS 
FREE IN Christ 


NOT _ ASHAMED 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Power in the blood.” 

“Praise His name.” 

“Channels only.” 

“Glory to His Name.” 
“Christ receiveth sinful men.” 
“The good’ old Gospel.” 

“TI love to tell the story.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Better to Trust in the Lord” (233 : 1-3). 
Psalm 118.: 1-9. 
“Tell All the World” (192 : 1-3). 
Psalm 06 : 1-13. 
“Christ Shall Have Dominion” (152: 1, 3, 4). 
Psalm 72 : 1-14. 
“His Wonders I Will Tell” (161: 1, 2, 4). 
Psalm 77 : 1-12. 
“All Earth to Him” (42:1, 3). 
Psalm 22 : 27-31. 


If any of your girls are not quite 
sure that prayer is answered in a direct 
and affirmative way, let them read “Ad- 
venturing With Stster Abigail,’ a little 
book of prayer experiences decidedly re- 
assuring (The Sunday School Times 
Company, paper 25 cts.; boards, 60 cts.). 





= 




















‘TT suffer trouble 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


ET the children talk a little while 

about Paul’s shipwreck, and, using 
your very best descriptive powers, draw 
the picture of the landing, the captain, 
and owner of the ship, the sailors,’ the 
centurion, the one hundred soldiets, the 
prisoners (among whom was Paul, Luke, 
and Aristarchus), all of whom landed 
drenching wet and shivering with cold. 

Show on the map that the “land” which 
they reached was the island of Melita, the 
Malta of to-day. The people who lived 
on the island were neither Greeks, Ro- 
mans, nor Jews; but they received the 
shipwrecked- crew very kindly and kin- 
died a fire that they might dry their 
clothing and warm themselves because 
they had landed in a cold rain. 

Paul helped to gather the sticks for the 
bonfire, and a snake whose bite was deadly 
fastened its fangs in his hand. The in- 
habitants of the island as well as his 
companions expected to see Paul fall 
down dead, but the Lord Jesus has prom- 
ised to take care of those who go on his 
errands (Mark 16:18), so Paul shook 
the snake off into the fire and felt no 
harm. Then the island folk thought 
Paul a god. 

Enemies of the Lord Jesus thought they 
were hindering the spread of the Gospel 
by keeping Paul a prisoner, but Paul told 
the Good News wherever he went. God 
loved the kind-hearted people of the is- 
land of Melita, and allowed Paul to re- 
pay their kindness by healing many sick 
people. It is almost certaim that as he 
healed their bodies, he told them the Good 
News, too. 

Paul’s party remained on the island 
three months, during which time the sea 
was dangerous for the little sailing boats 
of that day. When the water became 
calm, another corn ship from Egypt which 
had wintered in another port of the is- 
land set sail for Italy and carried the 
shipwrecked crew and passengers on the 
rest of their journey. Paul had preached 
the Gospel of the Lord Jesus to the peo- 
ple of Melita, and now, with many tokens 
of love from the grateful island folk, 
he was going on to Rome. 

Finish the travel line and show the 
points at which the ship stopped before 
it reached Puteoli, where its passengers 
were landed. The rest of Paul’s jour- 
ney was over land. Tell about the two 
companies of persons who came to meet 
Paul, and how glad he was to see them. 
Now the “Little Missionary,” after a 
long, stormy voyage has reached Rome, 


walking by the side of a Roman soldier 


to whom he is chained. 

Julius, the centurion, delivered the pris- 
oners to an officer in Rome. We do not 
know what became of the others, but Paul 
was allowed to dwell in his owm hired 
house; still bound with a chain to the 
soldier who guarded:him, but allowed to 
see his friends. We know that Paul 
would not allow a chained hand to keep 
him from telling the Good News to all 
who came to him. The Roman soldiers 
would never have gone to hear the Gos- 
pel preached, perhaps, but they heard the 
soseet message told over and over by 
Paul. More than that, they were priv- 
ilegéd to live in closest touch with a man 
whose life was controlled by the Lord 
Jesus himself. These soldiers could tell 
in Caesar’s household what they had seen 
and heard, and so the Good News spread, 
and Paul was glad. 

Sing “Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me.” 

Curnton, S. C. 


& . 
- Your Class of Girls 
- By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


Hew the Lesson is Taught This Week 
“Take it wherever you go.” 


AVE your girls been on the watch 
for Paul’s unceasing persistence in 
preaching the Gospel? Whatever the eir- 
cumstances were, however unpropitious to 
human view, however difficult to himself, 





however dangerous, Paul always seized 























Lesson for December 13 
Acts 28 : 1-31 


them and turned them to account for his 
Lord. 

Can you picture this shipwreck scene 
on that rain-washed shore of Malta, in 
the gray light of the early winter morn- 
ing? you see the little driftwood 
fire, so slow to blaze in the “pelting rain,” 
at last, however, “lighted’’. by those 
“strange -speaking natives” for the 
drenched and half-drowned men so barely 
escaped from death? Can you see the 
looks of superstitious awe on. their faces 
as that little deadly serpent, thawed out 
by the heat, fastened itself upon the hand 
of that oldest of the prisoners whom they 
had already perceived were such, in 
charge of that kind-faced Roman captain? 
Since that old man had no common speech 
with those. Maltese natives he could not 
testify to the keeping-power of his God 
and Saviour in words, then and there, 
but how promptly he did by his actions 
in the house of Publius, where he called 
on that Power of Love to cure the sick 
father! There Paul could talk with Pub- 
lius, as he had with so many other Ro- 
man officials. There for three days he 
with his fellow-travelers and captor were 
shown generous hospitality, and there he 
made clear to them all whose he was 
and whom he served, as he had on board 


ship. 

Dutiag the succeeding three months 
of wintering. on the little island he made 
this so unmistakable and so miraculously 
helpful to all the folk of Malta that to 
‘this day there are traces and traditions 
of Paul’s “chance” stay on Malta, for 
by that time it was a changed place, Paul 
leaving behind him a far more precious 
gift—the saving knowledge of Jesus 
Christ and his cross —than any bestowed 
upon him and his companions as the Mal- 
tese outfitted them for their short voyage 
to Rome. Is not the “Maltese cross” one 
of our most beautifiil symbols of the faith 
until this day,~a silent but lasting me- 
morial to the faithfulness of Paul’s wit- 
ness to his Lord ‘under conditions so 
strange and difficult he might have just 
rested all that winter with an easy con- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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science — according to our judgment of 
the: case? 

Are your girls taking their Gospel 
wherever they go, under whatever cir- 
cumstances they find themselves?. Are 
they watchful to see how they can use 
even what we call the “chances” and “ac- 
cidents” of life for a witness that shall 
be all the more powerful because so un- 
expected? 

. Home Study 

Could you now go through the Book 
of Acts and make a list of the places 
where Paul witnessed for Jesus Christ? 
Note the circumstances of that witness- 
ing in each instance. 

Decatur, GA. 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: “Go take another!’ 

Discussion: Talk about the things 
which the Devil uses to balk a. fellow in 
Christian service these days. 

Objective: Harnessing handicaps, 











YAY, fellows, Daniel Webster once 
said that the most inspiring words 
ever spoken to him were said by a farmer, 
after one of Webster’s greatest speeches: 
“You have never done your best yet!” 
It is related that during one of Chinese 
Gordon’s most sanguinary battles in the 
Sudan, a young lieutenant-colonel dashed 
up, saluted and announced: “General, we 
have taken the fort!” Instantly the great 
commander replied: “Go, take another !” 
It is to the everlasting praise of the Gos- 
pel that soldiers of Christ need never stop 
winning victories until the Great Captain 
calls them to Headquarters for the final 
accounting. Moreover, those victories 
are ever in an ascending scale and the 
last is the best of all. It is not so with 
any other business or philosophy of life. 
The merchant prince sees his palmy days 
of crowning success; then one day he 
stops going down to the office, while 
younger and stronger hands pick up his 
matters and carry them on. One day the 
great surgeon fails to get to the operat- 
ing room, and the great musician finds 
his fingers at last too stiff to play, the 
baseball idol is an “old man” at thirty-five 
—and the remaining days are waning 
days — yes, even waning in interest. But 
not the Gospel, it is “sweeter as the years 
go by,” and a Christian soldier is a vic- 
tor to the last. A big factor in the value 
of anything is its endwring quality. Noth- 
ing endures like the peace and the satis- 
faction of‘a true Christian life. 

Paul found himself in the toils of his 
enemies. He was physically outnumbered, 
overpowered, arrested, bound in chains, 
deported, imprisoned, and guarded. That 
would seem to constitute a sufficient 
“alibi.” But Paul was not looking for 
an alibi. Service, service, service! With 
every breath of his life for his Master 
was his chief concern. “This one thing 
I do,” was his motto (Phil 3: 13, 14). So 
he made his very handicaps to become 
means of. service. He started a Bible 
school in prison. Every Roman guard 
chained to this “prisoner of Jestis Christ” 
heard from his lips the story of salvation, 
Many of them were converted. The Jews 
of Rome and great multitudes of people 
began to find their way to the prisoner 
and for two whole years, being: permit- 
ted to hire and live in his own ‘house, 


‘Paul carried’ on an active program of 


winning souls and instructing them in 
the Gospel. 
And what is it to you and me, fellows? 
Well, this: be it known that when an 


‘| obstacle comes across your. path of serv- 
‘hice for 


Christ, it is not there by. acci- 
dent, but-to whet the-edge-of your ef- 


‘|fort. Mountains are for climbing, swol- | 


len streams are for crossing, ice is for 
melting, and steel is for bending — and 
such victories harden your muscles, 


quicken your spirits, and heighten your 


joy. 

Here’s a good rule: Look upon every 
handicap as an additional means of suc- 
cess —as offering service for the Master 
on a higher plane. Hail it as your friend, 
roll up your sleeves and tackle the job 
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with all the more purpose — and, believe 
me, fellows, you'll find a new tune in your 
whistle. 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 
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Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of December 6) 


1. Luke certainly includes himself in this 
list, by his constant use of the first-person- 
plural pronoun, and he carefully names Aris- 
tarchus of Thessalonica as being with them. 
No others are named. 


2. His easy familiarity with nautical terms, 
and his accurate use of them, indicating long 
and close contact with the sea, and his care- 
ful record of the itinerary of the whole voy- 
age show detailed knowledge of those coasts 
of the “Great Sea,” as well as his accuracy 
as a historian. The very winds and seasons, 
as well as ports and islands, curents, sand- 
reefs, and the like, seem entirely familiar to 
him. The theory that he had been a travel- 
ing physician living largely on ships, is well 
sustained by this chapter. 

3. 2 Corinthians 11 : 25. 


4. Every human effort was still to be used, 
although God had told Paul they should all 
be saved. Had the experienced sailors left, 
the unskilled ‘soldiers and passengers would 
not have availed to save them, The skill of 
*the sailors was to be used to carry out God’s 
plan. 


Lite They would answer with their own lives 
if the prisoners escaped. 








“771. 


6. The other prisoners were saved from be- 
ing killed because the centurion wished to 
save him, and besides God had given him all 
that sailed with him (v. 24). 


7. Luke uses “they” in the closing verses 
of chapter 27, telling how “they all escaped 
safe to land,” and then says, in the opening 
one of chapter 28, “And when we were es- 
caped,” as if they saw the others off before 
leaving the wreck themselves. 

8 So that they could get to shore and help 
the less fortunate as they floated on boards 
and broken pieces of the ship. 

9g. Paul’s prophecy that they should all be 
saved. 

10. By obedience to Paul’s warning at Fair 
Havens. 

11. He pleaded for avoiding the dangers of 
a winter voyage from Crete to Italy, but, 
when they had to be faced, he evidently met 
them with vigils of prayer, one of which was 
rewarded by that vision and angelic message 
(vs. 21-26)... But when he related the story 
of this vision he remembered the physical 
exhaustion of these storm-tossed people and 
persuaded them to eat, setting them the ex- 
ample, right then and there—calmly re- 
turning thanks for the food before he ate. 


iz, Surely he would not have re-assured 
Paul, as he did in that night vision that he 
“must stand before Caesar,’ and would be 
safeguarded to that end through all the dan- 
gers of this voyage, if it had not Been his 
will that Paul should accomplish this long- 
cherished desire. 

13. Isaiah 43 : 2. 

14. They cause him to see his own littleness 
and God’s greatness (see 2 Cor. 12:9). 
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The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 


Lesson 37. December 13. Judgment of the Wicked. Revelation 20:5, 11-15 
Golden Text.— But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up for thyself 
wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; who will 

render to every man according to his works.—Rom. 2: 5, 6 
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Lesson Calendar 


Great Doctrines of the Bible 
38. Dec. 20.— Eternal State of the Re- 
deemed ......... Revelation 21 : 1-3; 22 
Golden Text: Matthew 13 : 43 
39. Dec. 27.—Review ....-.-cseeees Revelation 1 
Golden Text: John 5 : 22, 27 


How to Master This Lesson 


By Lewis Sperry Chafer 
President of the Evangelical Theological 
College of Dallas, Texas 
W HATSOEVER  umcertainty the 

present human limitations in under- 
standing may cast over the difference 
which now exists between the saved and 
the unsaved, from the Scriptures it is 
obvious that in their destinies these two 
classes are widely separated: While, as 
to their bodies, all who have died are now 
in their graves, the hour is coming when 
the dead shall hear the voice of the Son 
of God, and they that hear shall live. 
These are the words of ‘Christ, and he 
goes on to say: “Marvel not at this: for 
the hour is coming, in the which all that 
are in the graves shall hear his yoice, And 
shall come forth; théy that have done 
good, unto the resurrection of life; and 
they that have done’ evil; unto the resur- 
rection of damnation’ [condemnation]” 
(John 5: 25, 28, 29). 

From this Scripture’ it is clear that 
all— both good and evil—aré to be 
raised from the dead at the command of 
the Son of God, and while, at the present 
time, there is some difference to be ob- 
served between the saved and the lost, it 
is not until the resurrection that men 
find themselves separated into an unalter- 
able twofold classification with eternal 
destinies ‘assigned which are removed 
from each other as~ heaven is removed 
from hell:-~ 

The fact’ that Christ, when speaking 
of the universality of resurrection and 
the two classes to be raised, omitted any 
reference to the relative time of resurrec- 
tion for each group, affords no basis for 
the. prevalent theory that there is to be 
but one general and simultaneous resuf- 
rection. Confusion here is needless sitice 
other. Scriptures supply the time element 
and ‘without’ the slightest contradiction. 
The saved of this and past ages will be 
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raised at the coming of Christ to receive 
his own (1 Cor. 15:23; 1 Thess. 4: 16, 
17). This resurrection, which evidently 
is extended in point of time to include 
those who are saved and who die during 
the tribulation (Rev. 20: 4, 5), is termed 
“the first resurrection,” and in distinction 
to this it is said that the rest of the dead 
lived not until the thousand years were 
finished. Thus it is revealed that the 
first resurrection precedes, and the final 
resurrection follows, the millennial king- 
dom on the earth. “Blessed and holy is 
he that hath part in the first resurrection: 
on.such the second death hath no power, 
but they shall be priests of .God and of 
Christ, and shall reign with him a thous- 
and years” (Rev. 20:6). That all of 
the dead are not raised at the first resur- 
rection is clearly stated in the Bible (1 
Cor. 35: 24; Phil. 3:11, margin; 1 Thess, 
4:17). 

Having declared the fact of the first 
resurrection, the Scriptures go on to state 
that “the rest of the dead lived not again 
until the thousand years were finished” 
(Rev. 20:5), and it is this company of 
the dead, both small and great, who, hav- 
ing been raised from the dead, shall stand 
before the great white throne to be judged 
according to their works (Rev. 20: 11I- 
15). Included in this company are all the 
people of every dispensation who were 
not raised in the first resurrection. The 
Scriptures are silent as to the divine 
method of receiving the saints of the 
kingdom into their eternal reward. It is 
obvious that none of these are found 
standing before the great white throne; 
and all who stand there are said to pass 
into their unutterable doom. 

At this judgment the books are opened 
in which are recorded the eyil works of 
the lost. In like manner another book 
is opened which is the book of life: not 
that any standing there will be found 
written therein; but rather to give full 
proof that none are written therein.- Hav- 
ing been judged, this unnumbered throng 
are dismissed into the lake of fire, which 
is the second death, and the word death 
here, as in all the Scriptures, does not 
mean a cessation of existence.. Physical 
death is a separation of soul and spirit 
from the ‘body, while spiritual death is 
a separation of soul and spirit from God. 
The second death’ means continued and 
conscious existence separated from God 
in what is termed a “lake of fire.” It is 
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‘Christmas Supplies 
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Offering wBnvelope 






An entirely new design, lithographed in 
Christmas colors, on strong, white paper, 
Size, 2%x3% inches. 50 cents a hundre 
$4.00 a thousand. 


Candp Bores 
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No. 42. Christmas Helpers. A very 
beautiful box with orange and _ white 
striped background. ‘The balance of the 
attractive design is printed in red, green, 
and black. Has tape handle. Holds one- 
half pound. Shipped flat. $1.35 a hun- 
dred. Delivery extra. 


Christmas Enter- 
tainment Invitation 
Postcard, No. 1222. 
An attractive church 


interior, with Christ- 
mas decorations. A 


card of invitation to 

the Christmas service 

or entertainment. 
$1.25 a hundred. 





No, 1222 
Send for Mlustrated Circular of Christmas Supplies 


) 












Greeting Cards 






No. 1232 


Christmas Card, No. 1232. A new 
card with a most attractive church de- 
sign, decorated with poinsettia. The senti- ff 
ment is appropriate to the season. Gold 
borders. With envelopes. Size, 334x5 
inches. $2.50 a hundred. 


No. 1220 
Christmas Postcards, No. 1220. A 
new series of cards, devicting the Christ- 
Child in the manger Shepherds in the 
fields, Shepherds adoring, the Wise-men 
and the Star, and the Wise-men worship- 
ing the Christ-Child. Appropriate greet- 
ings and texts. $1.25 a hundred. 











Place, Boston 1107-McGee Street, Kansas City’ 
125 N. Wabash Avenue, Chicago 439 Burke Building, Seattle 
i) ORDER FROM OUR NEAREST HOUSE Si 











implied that the Beast and the False 
Prophet are alive and conscious in this 
“lake of fire,” though they were cast 
therein a thousand years before (Rev. 
19:20; 20:10). 

In this judgment, the wicked are sub- 
ject to various degrees of retribution 
since they are judged according to their 
works. In other ages human works have 
more directly related men to God; but 
in the present age both that which is good 
and that which is evil in the sight of God 
has been crystallized into one issue, Fol- 
lowing the great event of Christ’s death 
for the sin of the world, there could be 
but one question remaining — Do men be- 
lieve the thing which God has wrought 
for them? Christ stated: “This is the 
work of God, that ye believe on him 
whom he hath sent” (John 6:29), and 
again, “He that believeth not is con- 
demned already, because he hath not be- 


lieved in the name of the only begotten | car 


Son of God” (John 3:18). 

The rejection of Christ is the all-in- 
clusive sin. It not only does “despite” to 
the Spirit of grace, rejecting the infinite 
love of God (Heb. 10:29); but, if it 
were possible, the Christ rejecter would 
take his sin off from the Lamb of God 
and lay it back upon himself to his eter- 
nal condemnation. 

As to the destiny of the heathen to 





— 


whom no knowledge of the Gospel has 
come, Scripture again is silent, except 
that it teaches that all men are lost who 
do not believe on Christ. Two features 
characterize this age: (1) The Gospel is 
to be preached to every creature, and (2) 
those to whom it is preached are to be 
judged according to their reception of it. 

he woful failure of the children of God 
to take the Gospel to every creature has 
created a condition for which @cripture 
does not and could not provide a revela- 
tion. However, it is to be concluded that 
the heathen are eternally lost apart from 
the knowledge of divine grace, since the 
importance of preaching the Gospel to 
them is stressed by Christ beyond any 
other issue in this age. 

If the doctrine of the judgment of the 
wicked is understood, the terms employed 
in the Scriptures to describe the final 
state of the lost should be considered with 


e. 

1. In the Old Testament, the Hebrew 
word sheol (sometimes translated “grave,” 
“pit,” and “nell’), like the New Testa- 
ment Greek word hades (translated “hell,” 
and “grave”), refers to the place of de- 
parted spirits, and three shades of mean- 
ing are given to it. (1) The grave 
where activity ceases (Psa. 88:3). (2) 





The end of life so far as mere human 
knowledge can go (Eccles. 9:5, 10). (3) 


A place of conscious sorrow (2 Sam. 22: 
6; Psa. 9:17; 18:5; 116:3). 

2. In the New Testament the Greek 
words geenna, hades, and tartaros are 
translated “hell.” Geenna is a name which 
speaks of human sacrifice and suffering; 
hades indicates the place of the departed 
spirits; and tartaros refers to the lowest 
abyss, and to it the wicked spirits are 
consigned (2 Pet, 2:4). 

Additional English words found in the 
New ' Testament are: (1) “perdition,” 
meaning utter loss and ruin; (2) “dam- 
nation,” which is usually more accurately 
transiated judgment, or condemnation; 
(3) “torment,” which speaks of physical 
pain (Luke 16: 28) ; “second death,” which 
is the same as the “lake of fire’ (Rev. 
20:14); “everlasting fire” (Matt. 18:8) ; 
and “everlasting punishment” (Matt. 25: 
46). The Greek word for “everlasting” 
—more often translated “eternal” — is 
aionios, and may be used to indicate the 
ages of time, implying a time of termina- 
tion; but this word is almost universally 


.| used in the New Testament to express 


that which is eternal. The new life which 
the believer has received is forty-seven 
times said to be “eternal” or “everlast- 
ing.” We read of the “eternal Spirit,” 
the “everlasting God,” “eternal salvation,” 
“eternal redemption,” “eternal -glomy,” 
“everlasting kingdom,” and the “everlast- 
ing gospel.” Seven times this word is 
used in connection with the destiny of the 
wicked (Matt. 18:8; 25: 41, 46; Mark 3: 
29; 2 Thess. 1:9; Heb. 6:2; Jude 1 27). 
Some are asserting that aionios is limited 
as to duration when referring to the suf- 
fering of the lost; but, if this were true, 
every promise for the believer and the 
very existence of God would be limited as 
well. ; 

Men are pleased to receive the Bible 
revelation concerning heaven, but do not 
heed its warning regarding hell. Human 
sentiment, opinion, and reason are value- 
less concerning these eternal issues. It is 
wisdom to heed the voice of the Son of 
God, and he more than any other has 
stressed the woes of the lost (Matt. 5: 
22, 20, 30; 10:28; 18:9; 23:15, 33; 
Mark 9: 43, 45, 47; Luke 12:5). If eter- 
nal punishment cannot be comprehended, 
it should be remembered that infinite holi- 
ness and the sin by which it is outraged 
are equally unmeasurable by the human 
mind. God is not revealed as one who 
causes good people to suffer in hell; but 
he is revealed as one who at infinite cost 
has wrought to the end that sinners, be- 
lieving in Christ, may not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 

Daas, TEX. 


Reading Suggestions 
for Next Week’s Lesson : 

The Kingdom in History and Prophecy. By 
Lewis Sperry Chafer. ‘Should we plan for and 
look forward to the conversion of the world 
and the regeneration of society by means of 
Evangelization, or should we hope for such 
a comsimmation at the personal return of 
Christ? Missionaries will welcome Mr. 
Chafer’s illuminating and strictly Biblical 
answer to these questions.” $1. 

Whst Do the Prophets Say? By Dr. Cc. IL 
Scofield. Here are the results of his life- 
time study of the Bible in relation to God’s 
foretelling of his purposes for Israel, for 
the Church, and for the World. The Scrip- 
ture references are printed at the bettom of 
each page. If you have felt the need in your 
own study of Bible prophecy of a volume 
givine the sane and guarded utterance of a 
mature student of the Scriptures, you have 
it here. Complete topical and Scripture In- 
dexes, $1.25, 

These books may be had from The Sunday 
School Times Company, Philadelphia. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


D® you ever play “King’s Court”? 
As soon as the king was chosen, all 
set about to make a throne. You took 
the prettiest playthings you could gather 
to beautify the throne. You used every 
bright color you could find. Then you 
made a crown for the king and seated 
him on his throne, All in the court bowed 
dow: to the king. 

Did you ever hear of a King without 
a throne? Yes, you have read about him 
in your Bibles in Matthew 2:1, 2. Jesus 
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Investments . 


which are 


Safe, Profitable and 
‘Convenient 


Our Annuity Bonds are Safe.’ The 
American’ Bible Society has been is- 
suing Annuity Bonds for more than fifty 
years without loss to a single one of 
its hundreds of investors. 


Our Annuity Bonds are Profitable. 
The rate is as high as 9%. 


Our Annuity Bonds are Convenient. 
When desired two or more persons 
may be protected by a single: bond. 
Annuity payments are made punc- 
tually and without any trouble on the 
part of the annuitant. 


Write for Booklet No. 16S, which 
will tell you what our Annuity Bonds 
will do for you. ; 


American Bible Society 


Bible House, Astor Pl., New York, N. Y. 

















was born King of ‘the Jews. As a babe 
he had no throne; only a manger. As 
Son of God he had not a place to lay 


his head. 


But Jesus told his disciples he was 
coming back to the earth some day as 
King. The Jews tried to make Jesus king 
but he was not ready. He came to suffer 
the shame of the cross first, but he looked 
forward to the day when he should re- 
turn and be exalted. 

He is in the heavens with God where 
he ever prays for us and he has not re- 
turned, but he says for us to “watch” and 
“be ready.” He will be King and Judge. 

4. He will come in the clouds and call 
for his saints. The dead in Christ will 


rise, the living saints will be changed and. 


all will be caught up im the air together, 
with him. At that time Jesus will judge 


the saints for their works and reward - 


them. 


2. He will come in power and great 
glory to this earth and all his saints with 
him. Then will take -place the second 
judgment. All living nations on the earth 
he will judge for their treatment of the 
Jews and will separate them as a shep- 
herd divides the sheep from the goats. 

Jesus will be King and this entire world 
will-be his kingdom. We shall be helpers 
about his throne (2 Tim. 2:12). 

Satan shall be bound, cast into the bot- 
tomless pit, shut up, and sealed (Rev. 
20: 1-3). For a thousand years he will 
not deceive men. 


At the end of the thousand years the — 


Lord will call all of the wicked dead to 
come to “the Great White Throne Judg- 
ment” (Rev. 20:11-15). Tell of the 
opening of the record books. God was 
the first bookkeeper. 

When a soul accepts Jesus as a per- 
sonal Saviour, God writes his name in 
the Lamb’s book of life. There is never 
an erasure, a torn leaf or a faded name 
in this perfect book. 

When a wicked man is called before 
God the book is opened with the record 
of all his sins. He has not taken Jesus 
as a sin-bearer. His name is not writ- 


ten in the book of life. He must bear . 
the judgment: What happens? Read © 


verse 15. 


Repeat the old song, “Is My Name 


Written There?” Apply. 


Memory Verse 
Revelation 20: 12. 
Fort Wort, Tex. 


“A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools,” by 
Philip E. Howard, gives practical helps 
on lesson preparation,knowing the pupil, 
securing attention, asking questions, using 
illustrations, conducting reviews, and lead- 
ing pupils to Christ. (The Sunday School 
Times Co., Philadelphia, 75 cts.) 
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Lesson for December 13 
Acts 28°: 1-31 
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WINSTON - INTERNATIONAL 


A PRACTICAL BIBLE FOR NOTES 
Contains over 250 loose-leaf pages for 
personal notes that may be inserted in 
any number of es between any 

es in the Bible. s like a regular 
Circuit bound Bible. 






Send for Illustrated Catalog of Bibles 





PUT EVOLUTION TO ROUT. READ 


PREDICAMENT OF EVOLUTION 


By Dr. George McCready Price 
This is Professor Price’s latest work. It is written 
so you can understand it, yet thoroughly scientific. 
By a noted geologist who shows up the fallacies of 
organic evolution. 128 Pees. B nies sad illustrated. 
Price 80 cents postpaid. Order of 
SOUTHERN PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION 

2119-23 24th Avenue, North, Nashville, Tenn. 


The New National Bible Institute Headquarters 
Guest Accommodations 


Pastors, Missionaries, Evangelists and other Christian 
workers, together with members of their families, can 
secure most desirable accommodations when visiting 
New York in the new fire-proof building of the Na- 
tional Bible Institute erected at the heart of the City. 
Every room is an outside room, newly furnished, with 
hot and cold running water. Ratesexceptionally low. 
For detailed information or reservations address 


Guest Secretary C., 340 West SSth Street, New York City 


BALOPTICONS 


are usedin thousands ofschools 
churches and hospitals. This line 
of! for slides andopaq 
objects—for projection in day- 
light as well as in the dark —is 
the most complete in the world. 





















{ 3 Write for Catalog 
Bausch & Lomb-Optical Co., 720 St. Paul St., Rochester, N. ¥ 





BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 








PULPIT S 


Chairs, Tables, HymnBoards,Collection Plates,etc. 
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A New Home for the 
Moody Church 


/ 

URING the past year a church edi- 
fice of massive proportions has been 
slowly rising in Chicago, opposite Lin- 
coln Park, in the block between North 
Clark and La Salle Streets, just north 
of North Avenue and fronting on both 
streets. It is the D. L. Moody Memorial 
Church and Sunday-school Building, so 
named in honor of the great evangelist. 
It was dedicated on Sunday, November 
8, as the home of the Moody Church, 
founded sixty-one years ago by D. L. 
Moody. 

The site covers a ground area approxi- 
mately two hundred and twenty-five feet 
by two hundred feet, of which the church 
auditorium occupies one hundred and forty 
feet by two hundred and twenty-five feet, 
a rectangle with a semi-circular end fac- 
ing on Clark Street. The Sunday-school 
unit covers fifty feet by one hundred and 
eighty feet, and is three stories high and 
likely to go higher. 

The auditorium interior is one hundred 
and twenty feet by one hundred and 
eighty-four feet, with a. height of sixty- 
eight feet to the crown of the vaulted 
ceiling. There are 2,200 seats on the 
main floor and 1,840 in the balcony. The 
balcony is constructed on the cantilever 
principle, leaving the auditorium wholly 
free of columns or other obstructions, 
and is so laid out that virtually every 
balcony seat gives a clear view of a large 
part of the main floor. 


sides, and, at night, illumination is pro- 
vided by seven main fixtures of the semi- 
indirect type, so arranged as to allow 
four different intensities of illumination, 
The building is equipped for the in- 
stallation of a radio broadcasting station 
whenever the church is enabled financially 
to put it in. In the basement there is an 
assembly hall seating fifteen hundred, 
rooms for the choir, storage and toilet 
rooms, and the like. 

This great advance in the history of 
Moody Church has been made under the 
leadership of the Rev. P. W. Philpott, 
who assumed the pastorate in the fall of 
1922. For seven-years prior to that the 
church had been conducting its work in 
a tabernacle on the present site, having 
sold its historic home at the corner of 
Chicago Avenue and La Salle Street to 
the Moody Bible Institute. 

Erected at a cost above $900,000, the 
new building is being financed by the 
membership chiefly through pledges made 
in January, 1924, and payable weekly 
through five years. From other resources 
of the church $360,000 was realized, and 
the balance of the sum required is being 
secured by a bond issue sold directly by 
the church without commissions. 

It is of interest that there is not a 
single person of wealth in the membership 
of Moody Church. Its motto from the 
beginning has been: “Ever welcome to 
this house of God are strangers and the 

r.” Its missionary character is evi- 
denced by the fact that more than eighty 
of its members are now in foreign mis- 
sionary service, and by the further sig- 
nificant fact that, at the church’s annual 
missionary rally last: April over $30,000 
was pledged toward the support of these 
missionaries. 

Founded on God’s Word, Moody 
Church is the same to-day in doctrine 
and practise as in the beginning. The 
whole emphasis is now, as in Moody’s day, 
on a Bible preaching, evangelizing, and 
teaching ministry. New Testament 


Daylight floods the auditorium on all . 


{ 


} 





a ee . 





* 773 














Sf ES 
=a Rl Sfs 5S 
x4 e eo} -Jo wm -3i= x 
1675-1925. The First Oxford Bible was Published 250 Years Ago 
GIFT BIBLES FOR ALL 
Put real Christmas joy into the heart of some one by 


the gift of one of these beautiful OXFORD BIBLES 





FOR A BOY OR GIRL—A Self-Pronouncing Pictorial Bible, with 
4,000 Questions and Answers, 32 photo-views of Bible Lands, 
and carefully selected aids to study for young readers. 
Clear, self-pronouncing -type, bound in French Morocco 
leather, size 744x5 Inches... .cccccscccccseesevees No. 4181 


FOR A YOUNG MAN OR A YOUNG WOMAN—An Oxford Text 
Bible, printed with pearl black-faced type, on Oxford India 
paper, bound in French Morocco leather, size 514x3%x% 
inches. A pocket Bible.......seeee. ececece ies este No. 0113x 


FOR FATHER OR MOTHER—An Oxford Reference Bible, 
printed with large black-faced type, on Oxford India paper, 
eentre column references. French Morocco leather binding, 
GISS THERE MCMOD crcpccccccccevcccccvsssccces No, 


FOR GRANDFATHER OR GRANDMOTHER—An Oxford Text 
Bible, printed with extra large type (very easy to read), 
French Morocco Ieather, Hmp binding, size 914x5%x1% 
inches. Has family TECOFA cecccccccscecevsssess» NO 01603 


FOR A SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER—An Oxford Teachers’ 
Bible, printed with black-faced type, French Morocco 
leather. binding, size 74%4x5x1% inches. Contains Cyclopedic 
Concordance (the teacher’s helps in alphabetical order). 

o No. 04453 

Lettering a name in gold, 50c extra, Improved thumb index, 50c extra. 


$310 
$350 


: $675 


$500 
$435 





[f you cannot obtain these Oxford 
Bibles from your book-sellers, 


please use coupon. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
American Branch 
35 West 32nd Street New York 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
American Branch 
Dept. 10G, 


Seccccecccccccccess -DOlMAare, 


WERE  cvvscscccccvcces 
CRP a 86008000 yess cccdees 








35 West 32d Street, New York 
Please send me a copy of Oxford Bible No. 
ecccce eoccccesssecesess Lor Which I enclose 


Name COCO OHO eee eeeeeeeeeSEseeeeseresess 


Btate..cecsesees 











BE THANKFUL FOR ‘THE UNION MISSION 


é 











Thirty-three Years in the greatest business in the world—the Lord's business. 
More than one million souls have come under the influence of the Union Mission, 





Inc., Norfolk, Virginia. The Union Mission has the largest activities of any mission of 
its kind in the nation. It. has always been true to The Book. 

The Union Mission is a mission to all nations. The door of this mission is never 
closed. Itis open.every day in the year, twenty-four hours a day. Avery close figure 
shows that within the last couple of years 1,664 natives from 48 countries and 9,484 men 
from every state and territory in ihe United States have come to the Mission, making a 
total of 13, i48. 

An investment to the Union Mission would bring in everlasting dividends. 
much have you given towards the salvation of a soul? 









church discipline is practised, and has 
been owned and blessed of God in many 
instances. 

As might be expected from the Moody 








Globe Furnitere Company, (dracon: | 
Boys and Girls EARN XMAS MONEY 


AMERICAN CHRISTMAS SEALS. Sell for 10¢ a | Church, the opening services of the new 
set. When sold, send us $3.00 and keep $2.00. structure will be follow by an evangelis- 
NEUBECKER, Dept. 95, 961 East 23rd St, Brooklyn, N.Y. tic campaign continuing for several weeks 


under the. leadership of the Rev. R. A. 


How 








A friend is responsible for this advertisement 





Torrey, D.D., 








} re ae ae a 
Use Cuticura, Soap 

And Ointment ~~ 
To Heal Sore Hands 


Homer Hammontree, re- 
cently elected assistant pastor of the 
church, will be the music conductor. Fur- 
thermore, beginning in January, Louis 
Entzminger, the well-known Sunday- 
school evangelist and organizer, will lead 
the church in a great forward movement 
for recruiting the unsaved of the com- 
munity, and bringing many hundreds into 
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the church and Sunday-school. 





The Union Mission 


UNION MISSION, INC. 
Main and Nebraska Sts., Norfolk, Va. 
oi I am glad to contribute 


Every member of the Board of Directors, work as you are doing it. 


¥ 
a 
a 
1] 
7 
consisting of twenty, is affiliated with an 
* 
i] 
¥ 
' 
8 
 ] 


Main and Nebraska Sts., Norfolk, Va. 


- + « . to the Lord’s 
Check for this amount is 


tabs ' z enclosed. I will contribute this amount monthly Oj, 
ppg ne from all walks quarterly (, yearly (. (Check one). 
a AP ROA IT et Rasa. ee ee 
Checks can be made payable to the 
Union Mission, Inc., Norfolk, Virginia, RE Ss aoa we oba oe oe ee ae ow ee ats & 
Rev. Henry H. Kratzig, superintendent. 
CM catered ¢ @ ao a elm a State ° 
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hristmas Gift | 
| An Every-Week Christmas Gift _ 
= A suggestion to all Sunday School Times readers z 
= When you choose Christmas gifts for your friends you do want = 
= to give them something = 
= In the Christmas spirit = 
= Acceptably useful = 
= Not of merely temporary interest = 
= Something that will represent your thought of = 
= those to whom you send the gift = 
= Something that will enrich the lives of your friends = 
= Doesn’t The Sunday School Times meet these conditions = 
= as a Christmas gift for a number of your friends? = 
= Why not avail yourself of the club rate for your sabscrip- = 
= tions for friends to whom you would like to send the paper = 
= as a Christmas gift? $1.50 in the United States, and $1.75 = 
= in Canada, when five or more are ordered at one time. A 
= If you will send us subscriptions for five or more friends, = 
= we shall be glad to send to each one of them a beautifully ££ 
= illustrated Chetatenas card of greeting with the following = 
= wording, and with your name :— = 
= With Christmas Greetings = 
= and sincere wisbes for the Mew Wear = 
E Ghe Sunday Schoot Gimes s 
= will come to hong as a weekly reminder of my hearty = 
= ood-wishes for a joyful Christmas and a Happy 

Ss New Year of abounding blessing in life and service. 

= Let The Sunday School Times be your answer to the 

= Christmas gift problem—today ! 

= THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES C0., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia = 
= LL 








Personal Holiday Greeting Cards 


These exclusive card designs are printed by us in four colors, in- 
cluding gold engraved.:._ The customer selects the cards he likes, 
also the greeting verse, then we print the verse on thecard selected 
with his or her name, making it a personal greeting card. Orders 
filled in two days. 


Send for colored circular and sample cards 
PRICES REASONABLE : 12cards, $1.1§ 3 25 cards, $2.10; 50 cards, $3.50 


AcrEnts WaANTED.—Fine proposition for agents to solicit orders. 
Good profits. Write for terms and outfit free. 


THE HOPE PRESS, Mendota, III. 


PUBLISHERS AND PRINTERS 








4 Simple, practical, inspiring; no one can read it without 
yearning to be a soul-winner and no one can follow its 
teachings without learning to_be a soul-winner.”’ 

— Weatchman-Examiner. 











Every-Member Evangelism 


By J. E. Conant, D.D. 
Bible Teacher and Evangelist 


Sets forth the Divine Program, Purpose, and Power for every Christian, 


Puts the responsibility for soul-winning where it belongs—on every 
individual Christian. 


Gives the atvine dynamics that will make the program of evangelism 
effective and permanent, 


Supplies practical methods for putting this program inte operation. 


A book that every pastor will want for himself—with 
several copies for his church leaders 


202 pages. $1.50 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES C0., 1031 Walnet St., Philadelphia 











Children at Home | 





Sarah’s Sacrifice 
By Helen Cole Lewis 


LIZABETH, Mary, Sarah, and Ann 

were going into the city. It was just 
a month before Christmas. *So you can 
imagine how four little hearts were flut- 
tering with happy thrills, for in . their 
drab little lives it really was a big event. 
They lived with several hundred other 
little girls on an Institutional farm just 
twenty miles outside of Philadelphia, and 
they did not have mothers and fathers to 
give them the surplus pleasures, which | 
most children enjoy. 





This year some kind person filled with 
the Christmas spirit had donated enough | 
money, so that all the little girls whose | 
records had beem very good, might be} 
taken into the city. There they were to. 
feast their eyes on Christmas display | 
windows, visit the toy departments in | 
the stores, go to a restaurant for lunch-! 
eon, and have an ice-cream soda in the 
afternoon, before they finally boarded the ' 
train for home. 

‘When Sarah heard the-matron call her 
name at breakfast that morning as one 
of the.chosen few, she just pinched her 
arm hard to make sure that she wasn’t 
dreaming. It always seemed to Sarah 
that she had a bit harder time trying to 
make a good record than any one else, 
for she was apt to be careless, overhasty 
to let her temper get the best of her 
good intentions, and she seemed to be 
continually doing things which she re- 
gretted immediately afterward. She did 
try hard though, and Miss Allen, a favor- 
ite teacher, had helped her a great deal. 
When Sarah was very discouraged, Miss 
Allen would take her to her own room 
and tell her about Peter’s impetuousness 
and many mistakes, In spite of his mis- 
takes Christ loved him, and in the end 
Peter was one of the three foremost dis- 
ciples. Then Miss Allen would tell her 
about Christ giving his life for others, 
and that when the Christ life really shines 
in one’s heart it makes one think of 


| others instead of self. 


Singing a glad song she hurried through 
the morning tasks, and she scrubbed her 
face so hard that it really shone. Finally 
the Orphan Farm Bus appeared at the 
door, and four happy little girls clam- 
bered in, followed by one of the teachers. 
To really describe that day, as Sarah saw 
it, would take a golden pen. There was 
the train ride into Philadelphia through 
the many pretty suburban towns, and 
Sarah was glad to say good-by to the bus 
and actually ride on a train, Then they 
had luncheon at a restaurant which looked 
so beautiful to unsophisticated children, 
with its white tiled walls and floors, and 
it was such a joy to be able to choose 
just what they wanted to eat from the 
menu card. And in the afternoon they | 
visited one toyland after another, talked | 
to Santa Claus and at Wanamaker’s they | 
listened to the great organ play Christ- | 
mas carols. 

Soon it was time for the last treat of | 
the day, a trip to the soda fountain to 
order some ice-cream. Sarah had been 
hugging the thought of this expected 
pleasure to her heart all day, and then just 
as she was entering the store, she saw 
some cough drops, and she remembered 
that Miss Allemand one of her little 
friends had bad colds. Immediately she 
slipped up to the teacher and said, “May 
I give up my treat and buy two boxes of 
cough drops instead?” The teacher per- 
mitted her to buy the cough drops, al- 
though at first she tried very hard to 
persuade her to eat the ice-cream, Sarah 
blinked hard to keep the tears back while 
she watched the others have their sodas, 
but her heart felt warm as she tightly 
—— the cough drops in her little 

and. 

It was such a joy for Sarah to be able 
to give something to some one else when 
she returned home to the farm, that it 
made a perfect ending to a beautiful day. 
She went to bed with a heart bubbling 
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When Miss Allen heard the story that 
evening her-eyes grew moist with tender- 
ness and she said, “Sarah surely let the 
Christ life shine forth to-day.” .A few 
weeks later she asked special permission 
to take Sarah to the city with hér, and 
this time they did have an ice-cream soda, 
BALTIMORE: 





A SERVICE BOR CHRISTMAS 


The Celestial Son 


A Christmas service 
of unusual atiractive- = 
ness for Sunday- 
Schools. The songs 
are varied in style, 
and may be used as 
solos, duets, and 
chorus singing by the 
entire school, ‘The ™ 
music is charming, Canon R Peethan 


without being diff- iz 
cult. The responsive = 
readings, recitations 
and exercises offer | —_—__ ae 
material for delight- F=S. SESE 
ful platform presentation. | 

$6.00 a hundred $3.25 for fifty 

80 cents a dozen Sample copy, 7c 

We have a complete steek of the latest 

holiday supplies for the church 
and Sunday School. 


ti rvic 
fees ng Conte Services Diclogses 





dy Calendars N 
Holiday Booklets Testaments 





Send for Our Christmas Circular and 
Holiday Bulletin. 
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1701-1703 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 














USE A PAGEANT! 
PAGEANTS have acharm for the young ople. Youn 


men and women who could not be hi 

to sing, speak, or take part in the usual 
Christmas. program will impersonate a 
character in a Pageant and do it gladly. 
For the sake of holding their talent for 
the church 


USE A PAGEANT! 


PAGEANTS never fail to draw a full house. 


USE A PAGEANT! 


P AGEANTS never fail to please the audience. 
USE A PAGEANT! 

We are specialists in Pageants for all occasions. Send 
for our “‘ Christmas Catalog and Sampler,” 64 pages 
of Samples and listings of all kinds of Christmas pro- 
grams, cantatas, services, pageants. A copy will be 
sent free (while they last) to any pastor, S. S. Supt. 
or chairman of Program Committee. 


Tullar-Meredith Box 439, 91 Seventh Ave 


© New York, New York. 


PRICES REDUCED 


On four of the preston song books for church 
and Sunday sc! use ever issued. Millions 
ses. Sane with revised prices sent on 
reque: 


Early Purchasers Will Profit Most. 


° Box —Q le 
Tullar-Meredith Co. (3979) 7 Ave 














DELIGHTFUL CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
Name Pencil Set: Please The Children 







ee 
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No. A—Six Pencils, sharpener and ruler, various 
shades Coin Pocket LEATHER Case with NAME 
engraved in 22 karat Gold, 90c. 

No. B— Three Pencil ours and ruler, fancy 
shades embossed LEATHER CaseSwith NAME 


engraved in 22 karat Gold, 50c. 











Decorative and Interpretative Cuts 
in Half-Tone and Line for weekly 
Church Calendars, Programs, etc. 
x50 Artistic Designs for Com- 
munion, Thanksgiving, Christmas, 
ster, etc. 

72 Productions of Religious Mzs- 
terpieces available in this form. 


Send for Proof Booklet i 








over with happiness and thankfulness. 








GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO. 


14-16 Vesey St., New York, N. Y. 

















Lesson for December 13 
Acts 28 : 1-31 





YOU CAN EASILY SOLVE 


YOUR CHRISTMAS PROGRAM PROBLEM 


by Selecting any one, or all, of the pera Christ- 
mas books. Here isa wealth of material, includ- 
ing recitations, dialogues, songs, and playlets, 
written and presented in simple style—each con- 
taiting more than. yaongh for your program. Read 
each description carefully. 


TWO PARAMOUNT CHRISTMAS PLAYS 


To have and to give, or to give and to have 


In two _parts, with prelude, interlude, and 
lude. ht characters and as many or few 
and girls as available. This play presents 
most delightful and effective manner, the 





st- 

ys 
in a 
real 
Spirit of Christmas and the joy of giving. Brings 
smiies and tears. 


FOLLOWING THE STAR B 
Four parts and pantomime, Biblical and beauti- 
fully ama Introduces Herod, Innkeeper, 
Shepherds, Wise Men, and others. 
In both plays are included some of the well- 
known Christmas Carols, and both plays are in 
one book. Either will be enough for your program. 


THE PARAMOUNT CHRISTMAS BOOK,No. 2 


Just published. A sparkling compilation of new 
and novel features. Christmas Prayers, Recita- 
tions, Exercises, Dialogues, Monologues, Chil- 
dren’s Solos and Choruses, and Christmas Carols 
‘in Pantomime. cial numbers for boys, girls, 
and mixed classes, from little tots to grown folks. 
‘his book will insure a most happy and success- 

| Christmas service. 


_ THE PARAMOUNT CHRISTMAS BOOK 


A new booklet just out. Never anything just like it 
published. Excellent material that is entirely new 
and original. Arranged espe cially for little ones ox 
Primary and Junior ages. Recitations and exer- 
cises that appeal. Dialogues and playlets that 
will entertain. Motion songs and solus that will 


delight. | . VES AND , 5 


A new Christmas playlet which requires very lit- 
tle memorizing and a minimum amount of effort. 
In two parts. A playlet that will touch all the 
tender chords of feeling, re vive memories, and 
awaken sentiment. Old and young will enjoy it 
together, Familiar carols with words and music 
are contained therein—also helpful suggestions. 


TWO. NEW CHRISTMAS PLAYLETS 


The Holiday’s Christmas Party and Christmas in 
Mother Goose nd. Here are two Christmas 
Playlets that are sure to appeal. In the one the 
different holidays of the year meet_to celebrate 
Christmas. In the other the Mother Goose Family 
is portrayed prea for Santa’s coming on 
Christmas Eve. oy aylets in one book. il 
delight the children and bring happy memories to 
the grown folks. 


KRISS KRINGLE Recitations, Dialogs & Songs 


A collection of 148 recitations, 10 dialogues, and 
ro songs, every one good, easy to memorize, and 
especially adapted for younger folks. Contains’ 
enough material for several years. 


The price of each of the above books is 25 cents. 


Write to your supply house or send direct to 


MEYER & BROTHER *,¥¥; Wesinstn Se 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS’ 
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Christmas Carols 
Compiled and Edited by R. 0. Johnson and J. E. Sturgis 


A new collection of old favorites. Splendid for 
church services, street caroling and community 
sings. Eighteen fine old songs known and loved 
throughout the land, a few choice new ones anda 
number of Christmas folk-songs solold they’re new 
—quaint, melodious, fascinating—all in one small 
compact, easily Handled leaflet. Carol bands will 
find this:leafiet contains all familiar carols. Six- 
teen pages. Price, 8c a copy; 85c a dozen; $6.00 
a hundred. 

Holiday supplies of ail kinds listed in our 
eight-page circular. Yours for the asking. 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Dept. 16-E, Eighth, Ninth and Cutter Sts., 
Cincinnati, Ohio 











'HEN selecting your church music for 
the coming season we recommen 


id 
The Choirmasters Guide 
"HAROLD: 7 tHomarsonn 
HELEN A. DICKINSON and 
_ CLARENCE DICKINSON 


‘Price, $2.00 — 
For every Season and Subject — 
Special Xmas Quarterly now ready 


The H.W. GRAY COMPANY 
159 East 48th Street, New York 














A Whole Year for $1.00! 
THE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes. Sunday school teaching interesting 
Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘“‘ There is 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting © 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





December 20. Why is Christmas a Time of 
Joy? Matt. 1: 18-23; 2 Cor. 9: 15. 
December 27.” Press On! Phil. 3 : 7-14. 
1926 
January 3. How Does God Show His Loving 
Care? Luke 12: 6-8; 1 Pet. 5:7; Psa. 233 
1-6. (Consecration meeting.) 
January 10. How Is Prohibition Succeeding? 
Prov. 23 : 29-32. 





Sunday, December 13 


Rible Principles of Giving 
(Lev. 27 : 30; 1 Cor. 16: 1-4, 14) 


Mon.—Jesus’ principle (Matt. 5 : 42). 
Tues.—The law of recompense (Matt. 7: 


2). 

Wed.—The tithe (Matt. 23:23). - 
Thurs.—The whole (2 Cor. 8:5). 
Fri—A method (Phil. 4 : 10-20). 
Sat.—The motive (2 Cor. 9: 5-11). 


Why should we put “heart” into giving? 
— system should we follow in our giv- 

4 

What are some of the blessings of giving? 


HE story is told of two women who 

called on an old Quaker to ask him 
to contribute to a benevolent object. 
They found him writing by the light of 
two candles, and, as they entered, he 
blew out one of the candles. He listened 
to their presentation of the need, and 
then gave them $100. “We are agreeably 
surprised,” said one of the ladies, “we did 
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help, and using consecrated common sense 
backed up by prayer. 
4 


While the Christian never gives for 
the mere joy or blessing that comes from 
giving, it is good to know that there are 
specific promises that: every. Christian can 
claim from his consecrated stewardship 
for the Lord. One of them is joy (2 
Cor. 8:2), another is increased ability -to 
give in proportion to that which has al- 
ready been given (2 Cor. 9:7-11), an- 
other is, increased thankfulness to God 
(2 Cor. 9:12), and still another reward 
is that God and the Gospel will be. glori- 
fied (2 Cor. 9:13, 14). 

It has been often and well said that we 
cannot outdo God in giving. A prominent 
Philadelphian when once asked how he 
was able to give so much and still have 
so much left replied, “Oh, as I shovel out, 
he shovels in; and the Lord has.a bigger 
shovel than I have.” 


Do I give to God because of my love for 
him? 

Is my giving systematic and consistent? 

Am I choosing my benevolences, or is God? 

PHILADELPHIA. 





For Family Worship 
By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Fellowing the Home Daily Bible Read- 
ings on the International Uniform Sunday 


- School Lessons, issued by the International 
“Her Monument” 
ER body lies sleeping in .the. dust, 





not expect to get a cent from you.” The 
old Quaker asked the reason for her opin- 
ion, and’ when told that when they saw 
him blow out the one candle, they put 
him down as miserly, said, “That, ladies, 
is the reason I am able to let you have 
the hundred dollars. It is by practising 
economy that I save up money to use for 
the Lord’s purposes. One candle is enough 
to talk by.” - : 


Have we not much to learn from this 
old Quaker in economizing for God? All 


wrong direction. 
veniences are concerned,” but how we do 


Lord. 

This will not be true of us if we have 
fully surrendered to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The question that will come to 
our minds will not be “How much shall 
I give to God?” but “How much of what 
God has given me dare I hold out for my 
own use?” We never begrudge what we 
give out to one we love, and if our hearts 
are really filled with the love of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, there will be no “grudging” 
or “necessity” giving to him, 

w 
_ God’s Word contains very plain teach- 
ing for the Christian in the matter of 


| systematic giving. Giving is a grace cre- 


ated by the Holy Spirit (2 Cor. 8:7); 
Christian giving is voluntary,-and is a 
test of sincerity and love (2 Cor. 8:8- 
12; 9:1, 2, 5, 7). The privilege of giv- 
ing may be enjoyed by all, rich and poor, 
since it “is according to ability (2 Cor, 
&: I-3, 12-15; cf. 1 Cor. 16:1, 2). Giv- 
ing is to be according to income (2 Cor. 
8: 12-14; cf. 1 Cor. 16:2).-- Under the 
law the proportion for giving was the 
tithe: (Lev. 27:30, 31), and before the 
law the portion was also the tithe (Gen: 
14:20), but under grace the believer’s 
proportion may far exceed one-tenth if 
his income permits it, or on the other 
hand his giving is not held to the tenth 
if his income does not warrant it. 
ye 

It is by far the best plan for the Chris- 
tian to definitely ask God to show him 
what proportion of his income he would 
have him set aside as a minimum to be 
devoted to his use, and to then prayer- 
fully seek guidance as to what disposition 
is to be made weekly or monthly or yearly 





no other I like as well.” Sample copy free. 
THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


of that amount, budgeting the different 
causes that he feels God would have him 





too often we practise economy in the, 
We are. spendthrifts | 
when our own personal comforts and con- | 


like to economize in what we give the, 


Sunday School Lesson'Committee. 
H with scarcely even a “marker” to 
' indicate its resting-place, but’ “her monu- 
| ment” lives in the’ heart: of: the writer, 
| and will continue to live as long as life 
| itself shall last — just the. oft-spoken, 
| simple words, “I am praying for you.” 


Dead old saint of God, some:eighty years: 


| of age when called Home; poor and al- 
| most friendless on earth, but rich to-day 
in Heaven! No one knew until after she 
| was gone how poor she was, for she suf- 
' fered alone and without complaint: - But 
‘whenever she was able to mingle with 
God’s people, her ofttime greeting was 
the simple, sincerely spoken words, “I’m 
praying for you,’ the precious memory 
of which will endure through the ages 


Che Sunday School Cimes 


Philadelphia, November 28, 1925 








Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is . pub- 
lished. weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 


One copy, five years, $7.50. - 
$1.50—Five or more -copies, either to 

separate addresses or in.a.package to one 

address, $1.50 each, per year. : 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every tea paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS © 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers: of ‘the Times 
about 27 cents a year more ‘than the postage 


States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian . Post, Office on 
United States publications. *“ ~~~ ae 


receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

FOREIGN. COUNTRIES .. 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus 50 cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy,_one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a package to one address, $2 each per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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351 Songs—all gems of 

the ages, All written out a 

of Christian experience 

—stirr new faith. No. 2 

Adopted pastors of churches and 

Bible Schools all over the nation. 


Nearly a Million in Use 
Now in its 20th edition. Three bindings, Manila, 
Cloth and Art Buckram. Price, per 100copies 
$25, $40and $50 respectively. 


0 (Also F. 0. B. £ distributors 
Goodenough & Woplom, New York, isle Book Room, Los Angeles 
Mail to Nearest Office, Dept. ae a 


800 : 
Gentlemen: Please send me postpaid, without obligation ex-. 
cept that I will return or pay for same within 30 days 
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copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 


on a subscription delivered in the United} 


Therefore, all Canadian’ stbscriptiohs are |: 
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The BEST 
of ALL 
GIFTS 


The Bible has never 
been published in any 
form in which the 
reading of it has been 
made so attractive to 
both old and young 
as in the “INTERNA- 


CHRISTIAN 
WORKERS’ 
BIBLE 


- By an entirely new 
lan, a red 





tion, binds in one 
harmonious whole 
each leading topic. All 
the precious truths 
which lie hidden un- 
der the mass of un- 
connected matter and 
escape the mere read- 
er are brought to light 
ed together. 

The Jesse Lyman 
Hurlbut, D.D., the pop- 
ular authority in. Bible 
themes, has arranged on 
this plan 
Selected Texts. 

PROMINENT PEOPLE’S 

OPINIONS 






is an advance on anything hith- 

erto attempted in making the 

Bible usable, ‘ 

] Abbott: Valuable to Chris- 
n workers in their endeavor to get 
he teaching of the Bible directly 

immediately, and not through the 

é medium of commentaries, 

BOUND IN GENUINE LEAT divinity circuit, 

with overlapping covers (like illustration), round 

comers, gold edges, red underneath. Size of page 

5% x8%4 inches, beautifully printed in extra 

clear type-on extra fine pagers also contains Lat- 

est Teachers’ Helps to Study. 
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as “her monument.” And may not the 
same words have constituted an import- 
ant part of Paul’s monument in the minds 
and hearts of those to whom he minis- 
tered? See verse 9 of Friday’s read- 
ing; also many like verses in others of 
Paul’s Epistles. Not the crumbling mon- 
uments of stone, but those abiding in hu- 
man hearts are the ones which shall en- 
dure. What is the character of the monu- 
ment which you are building? 


—— 


December 7 to 13 
Mon.—Acts 28:1-10. Paul in Melita. 


How quick human nature is to pass 
judgment! (v. 4.) Is it not still true? 

ave you suffered.therefrom? Have you 
caused others to suffer? Is this not one 
of the’ Church’s besetting sins? But 
when there is a turn of events (v. 6), 
man turns too, like the ever-turning 
weather vane, Ah, fickle man! 

PravER Succestions: Pray that God 
may greatly bless the “prayer room” o 
the Victorious Life Testimony (83 Stof. 
ford Building, 1114 Chesinut Street, 
Philadelphia). It is always open to any 
(even to small groups) who may desire 
a place of quiet where they may go apart 
for communion with God. (For full in- 
formation, write to the Victorious Life 
Testimony, 80 Stafford Building.) 
Tues.—Acts 28: 11-16. Paul in Rome. 


With all their readiness to pass quick 
judgment, those Melita “barbarians” were 
warm-hearted people, hence on the rest 
of the journey Rome-ward Paul and his 
companions were provided “with such 
things as were necessary.” Almost every 
one has some favorable trait. Let us look 
for the good. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that God’s 
children in other cities may be led to pro- 
vide similar “prayer rooms” in business 
districts “where it is often difficult to find 
quiet and seclusion.” Why not a chain 
of such rooms from the Atlantic to the 
Pacific? Some cities already have them. 
Is there one im your city? 


Wed.—Acts 28 : 17-23. Paul Preaches in Rome. 


Only “three days” (v. 17), and the 
great apostle, his heart bursting, as it 
were, with the love of Christ, was again 
testifying for “the hope of Israel”; and 
this time iw Rome, which he had so longed 
to reach! Soon he was witnessing “from 
morning till evening” (v. 23). Not many 
all-day meetings or all-day testimonies in 
our day! 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Belgian Gospel Mission. A card from 
Mr. Charles G. Trumbull during his trip 
to Europe last summer contained these 
words: “The Nortons’ work in Bel- 
gium is more to give thanks for than I. 
ever realised.” Pray for all evangelistic 
efforts in European countries. 
Thurs.—Acts 28 : 24-31. 

Paul Wins Converts to Christ. 

“Some believed . . . and some believed 
not” (v. 24), but judging from Paul’s 
words in verses 25 to 28, the number who 
“believed not” was vastly in the majority, 
as it usually is. In the great Herrin, 
Ill, revival last summer, out of some 
ten thousand who “heard,” only about 
four hundred “believed.” And yet ‘the 
city as a_whole was changed. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: From a corre- 
spondent: “When I first began to pray 
with you for a great revival in my church 
and community, there had not been a re- 
vival for years, but there came a shower 
from Heaven that_year as never witnessed 
before. Pray that we may be again vis- 
ited.” Remember EVERY community send- 
ing.a similar request. 

Fri.—Romans 1 : 1-12. 
Paul Writes to the Romans. 

According to Stalker’s “Lifé of Paul,” 
this. Epistle was written from Corinth, 

D. 58, about three years before his 
arrival in Rome. Verse 8 seems to 
indicate deep consecration on the part of 
at least some of these Roman Christians. 
Is there a hint as to the reason in verse 
9? Oh, for more praying pastors these 
days! 

“I's PrayinG ror You”: Re-read the 
Introduction; also verse 9. Not only 
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and file.” ype 4 accomplishes prodi- 
gious spiritual tasks like prayer. Man- 
made religious schemes can be “put over” 
without prayer, but not God-planned spir- 
itual projects. Don’t theorize on prayer, 
BUT PRAY! 
Sat.—Remans 13 : 8-14. 4 

Leve the Fulfilling of the Law. 
What kind of “love” is the “fulfilling 
of the law’? Not self-love, or even the 
natural love of others, for these often- 
times “work ill” to one’s neighbors. It 
is only the love of Christ in the heart 
that “worketh no ill.” And since law’s 
object is to abolish ill, therefore the love 
of Christ is its fulfilling. 


‘undedicated body becomes a ‘prolific snare 





A Nore or Praise: Mr. Norman J. 
Smith, general secretary of the Russia 











E elization Society (156. Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York City),-sent an urgent ap- 
peal -during the summer for i a for 
the supply of financial. needs. any re- 
sponded.- And later he: sent @ letter of 
praise and gratitude, Dr. A, C. Gaebe- 
lein is president of this great society. 
Pray much for. it. 
Sun.—Romans 12 : 1-8, ; 
Self-Dedication not Self-Conceit. 
The overwhelming majority of tempta- 
tions find entrance through the body, and 
especially so if the body be not “a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto. God.” An 


to evil; and if long undedicated may well 
raise a doubt as to the genuineness of 
one’s salvation. Ponder also verse 2. 





land pray for the. Watch Nzé 


Warca Nicut: Be sure to arrange fer 
a meeting in your own church (or home), 


movement 
throughout the world. Ask God to put 


| it upon the hearts of his children to: ob- 


serve this annual “festival of prayer” in 
real intercession, not in mirth, or s. hes, 
or entertainment, but IN PRAYER. In some 
places there will be all-night meetings; 
why not in your church? 


“The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories,” 
by Wade C. Smith, will keep the little 
folks wholesomely occupied on many a 
Sunday afternoon (The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, 90 cts., postpaid). 
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are more “praying pastors’ needed, but 
also more praying members in the “rank 
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